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‘We aspire’ Y7 liturgy

You will need:

· nine readers (could be doubled up)

· four volunteers prepared to read out a sentence about their hopes and fears at coming to a new school

· the PowerPoint (title)

· a ‘letter’ (see below)

· a very large, wide outline of a cross, mounted in a prominent position and covered with spray glue

· each pupil to have prepared and brought to the liturgy a small picture of an activity in which they have taken part at school, cut out and coloured in with bright colours.

Script

School memories, fears and hopes 

Leader (teacher/chaplain): We begin our liturgy in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. As we gather to think and pray about… 

(Have someone come in, interrupt you and hand you a letter in an envelope. Look confused. Open the letter…) 

Oh, it’s a letter to you (look around the room). It’s from your primary schools. [Name], could you read it out for us?

Reader one: Dear [insert a few of the pupils’ names]… et cetera… 

Hello from everyone back at your old school. We thought we’d drop you a line to find out how you were getting on. We all miss you. Last year’s Y5 are doing their best to be good role models in your absence. Do you remember at the end of term when we all prayed for you – that you would settle into your new school and that you’d become everything that God is calling you to be? Are you managing to do that? 

Do you remember what you hoped that you would do and be at your new school? Are your hopes being fulfilled? 

We hope you’re enjoying learning new things and making new friends, too. 

Let us know how you’re getting on. 

God bless, from everyone at your old school.

Leader: Just think back to the end of last term, as you were leaving your primary school. Take a moment to remember… How did you feel?... What did you enjoy most about primary school?... (pause).  I’m going to give you just one minute now, to talk to the person on your right and on your left and tell them the one thing you liked most about your primary school. (One minute. Give a 10-second warning. When silence is restored take one or two examples of favourite memories.)

So, there was probably some sadness at leaving your old school. But I’m sure you had some thoughts about coming to a new school, too. 

Ask four volunteers to prepare examples of hopes or fears in advance .Ask them to read these out now. For example, “I was worried because none of my friends from primary school were coming to this school, but now I’ve made some really good friends.” Or “I was looking forward to doing PE in a proper sports hall and now I’m part of the under 12s football team.”

Leader: I’m going to give you another minute, this time in silence, to think of one thing that you were nervous about when you thought of coming to a new school, and one thing that you looked forward to. (One-minute silence.)  

Reader two: Loving God, thank you that you know and love each of us as your child. We give you all our worries and fears and ask you to continue to help us to settle into our new life here. 

Lord in your mercy, (hear our prayer).

Reader three: Loving God, thank you for our class tutors and for [insert names of chaplain, school youth worker or any staff particularly tasked with supportive roles]. Reassure us that we can come to them if ever we are worried or have a problem. 

Lord in your mercy, (hear our prayer).

Reader four: Loving God, thank you for the opportunities that lie ahead of us. We pray for our school community, that everyone here will help us to fulfil our potential and to become everything that we are called to be.

Lord in your mercy, (hear our prayer).

Archbishop Romero

Leader: To fulfil our potential and become everything God calls us to be.

That reminds me of someone, an Archbishop who lived in a country called El Salvador, in Central America. He talked about not having more, but being more. Can anyone remind me of his name?...  That’s right, Archbishop Oscar Romero.

(Show PowerPoint ‘Oscar Romero 1917-1980’ about the life and death of Romero and CAFOD’s ongoing work in El Salvador)

Reader five: Aspire not to have more, but to be more.

That’s what my time in this school is all about. It’s an opportunity for me to become more the person I am called by God to be. God has a special mission that only I can fulfil. 

Reader six: In friendships and lessons, break times and assemblies, masses and school clubs, I can discover how I can be more. My time here will start to shape the person I become for the rest of my life.

Reader seven: Like Jesus, Oscar Romero was not afraid to stand out and speak the truth. He asked why people were poor. He challenged the government in El Salvador that kept them poor. He knew that he was risking his own life. 

Reader eight:  Let Romero’s words inspire us today, as we ‘aspire not to have more, but to be more’ in this school. Let us be brave enough to speak out against injustice, as CAFOD partners are still doing in El Salvador. Let us not grasp to have more, but try to be more like Jesus, as Romero did.

Bible reading
Reader nine:

A reading from the Gospel according to St. Mark

[Jesus] was setting out on a journey when a man ran up, knelt before him and put this question to him, “Good master, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: You must not kill. You must not commit adultery. You must not steal. You must not bring false witness. You must not defraud. Honour your father and mother.” And he said to him, “Master, I have kept all these from my earliest days”. Jesus looked steadily at him and loved him, and he said, “There is one thing you lack. Go and sell everything you own and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” But his face fell at these words and he went away sad, for he was a man of great wealth. 

Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God!”

(Mark 10: 17-22)

This is the Gospel of the Lord

All say: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

Leader: Jesus challenged the rich young man to be more, by leaving his wealth and following Jesus. But the young man chose to have more, rather than to be more. What is your challenge? God may be challenging you now to be generous with your wealth – your possessions or your pocket money, your time or your friendship. The way that we answer God’s challenges in little things every day is what forms us into the people we are called to be.

CAFOD, the Catholic Agency for Overseas Development, works in El Salvador with many people who knew Romero. Many of these people have very little money. Some of them decorate special crosses with pictures of their daily lives. (Show a Romero cross.) They want to show that God is there in every part of their lives. Through God, these people can be more, even if they never have a lot of money. These crosses have become known as Romero crosses.

Symbolic action

I’ll invite you up now, row by row, to place your own picture on the cross at the front so that we can make our own Romero cross, representing our daily lives in this school. As you add your picture, say a prayer that our school will be a community of God’s love. The cross will be left in [location] as a reminder to us.

(Have the outline of a large, wide cross on blank paper, sprayed with glue. Play some appropriate music as students add their picture to the cross. Ask teachers to stand on either side of the cross with glue sticks in case they are needed.

The cross can later form the centre of a display of pictures about Romero’s life and CAFOD’s ongoing work in El Salvador).

Sending out

Leader: We end our liturgy by praying together the prayer that Jesus gave us.

All say: Our Father…

Leader: May the Lord bless us, protect from all harm and make us all that God has called us to be.  We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. Amen.

(Sign of the Cross)







