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What has happened?
At 4.53pm on Tuesday, 12 January, a major earthquake hit Haiti. It struck just 10 miles south-west of the bustling capital Port-au-Prince.
The earthquake was so strong that many buildings including the National Palace and the cathedral have collapsed. Thousands of people have died.

Joseph Jonidès Villarson, Head of Emergencies for Caritas Haiti (CAFOD’s partner on the ground), says, “This is the worst disaster Haiti has experienced. Many people have been killed in Port-au-Prince. Their bodies are everywhere on the streets of the capital. People are still under the debris. The hospitals are overwhelmed with the dead and injured. The risk of disease is great. The streets and public places are filled with people who do not know where to go.” 
At least 3 million people have been directly affected (losing homes, dying, injured). The equivalent impact in the UK would be 20 million people being directly affected, with the whole of Whitehall/Westminster Abbey/Westminster Cathedral/Buckingham Palace/British Red Cross being wiped out in an instant, and all that would result in (loss of government, aid, etc.).
Haiti: the poorest country in the western hemisphere

Haiti was one of the first countries to become independent in 1804, but there is still a huge wealth gap between the Creole-speaking black majority and the French-speaking minority. 
One per cent of the population (mainly French speaking) own nearly half the country's wealth. Years of violence and dictatorship has left Haiti struggling to move forward.

As you can imagine, this makes the impact of the earthquake even greater. Survivors urgently need clean water, food, basic shelter and medicines
CAFOD and Haiti
CAFOD has worked in Haiti since 1970, supporting projects that focus on literacy, agriculture, legal aid and empowering women. CAFOD has a lot of experience in supporting emergency response programmes through its partners in Haiti, including the relief efforts following two hurricanes in 2008.
What is CAFOD doing now?

CAFOD’s local partner is Caritas Haiti. Their emergency response team is working around the clock to support people in urgent need, despite all of them having lost close family through the earthquake. 

Caritas Haiti runs over 200 hospitals and medical centres in Haiti. They are also skilled in providing clean water and sanitation. Caritas agencies from nearby countries Mexico, Peru and Brazil have also provided experts.
One of the immediate needs is food. CAFOD and Caritas are committed to providing locally sourced food (from Haiti) so as to respect the local economy, instead of flooding the market with food from elsewhere. As Caritas and part of the Catholic Church network, Caritas is particularly able to do this.
CAFOD has already pledged funds to our partners in Haiti. Visit http://www.cafod.org.uk/haitiearthquake
for up to date information on financial help.
The Catholic Church in England and Wales
In England and Wales, parishes, schools and individuals have been incredibly generous, donating over half a million pounds directly to CAFOD in the first week since the earthquake. Ways to donate via CAFOD can be found at www.cafod.org.uk/haitiearthquake 

Disasters Emergency Committee (DEC)
CAFOD is also part of the DEC, an umbrella organisation of 13 UK relief charities who work together on fundraising when emergencies happen. 
Up-to-date information
Michelle Hough is a member of Caritas International. She is on the ground in Haiti and sending regular blog updates with the latest stories and information which are available at http://blog.cafod.org.uk/category/haiti/ 
Your class or school may wish to respond with messages of solidarity to the people of Haiti on the comments section of the blog. Schools and individuals are already writing their messages of solidarity and support.

http://blog.cafod.org.uk/2010/01/18/haiti-signs-of-hope/#comments
Statement by the Most Rev. Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of Westminster:

“The news from Haiti is so distressing. I respond readily to the direct, unequivocal appeal for

prayer for all whose lives have been lost or devastated in this earthquake. I am sure all Catholics

here will respond in the same way. It is what we do.

“I am grateful to all who react quickly with practical aid, not least our own Government. This will

be a long term aid and reconstruction effort. I urge people to find ways of giving practical

expression, through aid charities and agencies, including CAFOD, to the deep compassion they feel for the people of Haiti.”
Haitian Earthquake: prayers
Below are some prayers which you may wish to use with the adults in your school community                      On the next page is a sample liturgy you may wish to use with the children in your school.
Lord of all Creation, 

give comfort and healing to all people affected by natural disasters.

We remember especially the people of Haiti.

We remember those who have died. May they rest in peace.

We pray for those left behind as they rebuild their lives.

May they see your loving care in every person who helps them.

We pray for CAFOD’s partners and for all who are working to save lives 

and to support the survivors.

Thank you for your many blessings.

May we share them generously with our sisters and brothers.

We make our prayer through Christ our Lord, 

Amen.
Intercessions (from Catholic Relief Service in the USA)
For the people of Haiti; that they may be comforted in their time of suffering. We pray to the Lord. 

Response: Lord Hear Our Prayer 

For the families of those missing; may God comfort them in this time of uncertainty. We pray to the Lord. 

Response: Lord Hear Our Prayer 

For those providing relief; that God may give them the strength to help those most in need. We pray to the Lord. 

Response: Lord Hear Our Prayer 

For those who have died; that they may rest in the eternal peace of God. We pray to the Lord. 

Response: Lord Hear Our Prayer
A CAFOD prayer service for the people of Haiti 
NOTE: This could be used during class prayer and or an assembly.

Prayer focus: You may wish to have a focus, such as a map of Haiti/globe, an image of rescue work in Haiti, a crucifix, or the CAFOD powerpoint as a backdrop.

You may also wish to include hymns/songs as a part of the liturgy.
Gathering

All: 
We gather in the name of Jesus                                                                                                       who shared his bread with the hungry,                                                                                                 brought healing to the sick,                                                                                                                            and comforted those who mourned.                                                                                                          Amen

A reading from Mk 10: 28-31                                                                                                                     
A scribe who saw how wise Jesus was asked him “which is the most important law?”                                   Jesus replied, “The first is this: that you must love God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and all your strength. The next is, you must love your neighbour as you love your self.                 There are no laws greater than these.”                                                                                                       
This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Prayer response

Jesus you teach us to love God by loving each other.

Today we remember our brothers and sisters in Haiti who are suffering.           

May they find strength in your love and in each other  
as they work together to rebuild their lives.

Amen.                                                   
Prayers of Intercession
Response: Hear our prayer,                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Loving God, be along side the people of Haiti in their need                                                                                                         and as they come together to help and support each other                                                                                                    Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Give courage to those who are working to help the people of Haiti;                                                              may they not be frightened of all that needs to be done.                                                                                   Help them to work well together. 
Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Unite our world in generosity.

Help us to share what we have with those in need. 

May world leaders work to bring a just and peaceful future to the people of Haiti.  
Lord in your Mercy, hear our prayer.
The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father…
We give you thanks, loving God,                                                                                                                         For all that will be done to bring healing and peace to the people of Haiti 

Now and in the future,

In Jesus’ name,                                                                                                                                   Amen.
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