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Teachers’ notes
This resource is equally accessible to RE teachers with no knowledge of Spanish, and to MFL teachers. 
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Aims of this KS3/4 cross-curricular resource
· to help MFL and RE teachers embed the global dimension into the curriculum 

· to help RE teachers celebrate Romero’s 30th anniversary with their classes by teaching about his motivations, life, death, and continuing inspiration
· to raise awareness about life in El Salvador and help pupils understand the work of a CAFOD and SCIAF partner there
· to help pupils understand the importance of language for communication in our globalised world and to encourage them to learn Spanish.


Outline of the resource

· The video wall - includes four videos: Introduction by a CAFOD staff member; Voice of the voiceless: Romero’s life; young people in El Salvador; and Erasmo Valiente, who works for a partner of CAFOD and SCIAF (Scottish Catholic International Aid Fund) in El Salvador. Each video is produced in four formats: un-subtitled, with Spanish subtitles, with English subtitles and a glossary.
· Transcripts - to assist your teaching, transcripts of each of the four films and each of the four glossary films are provided in English and in Spanish.
· Classroom resources - for RE and for Spanish are found in this document (see below) and include background information and worksheets. There are also separate timelines with photographs of Romero’s life, in pdf format, in Spanish and English. 

· Photographs - of El Salvador, provided in three PowerPoints can be used by teachers to prepare whiteboard materials or by pupils to enhance their own work.
How to use the classroom resources
MFL teachers:
· Give pupils a minute to write as much as they can about El Salvador (or, for less able pupils, Latin America). Give out the El Salvador fact sheet to teams, allow five minutes to memorise, then remove the sheet and do the El Salvador quiz. Ask pupils to notice what they learn and whether their views of El Salvador change. Encourage pupils to research El Salvador, eg. by visiting CAFOD’s website.
· Map of El Salvador: Identify El Salvador on the map, colour in all countries that have Spanish as a national language. Discuss how useful it is to learn Spanish. Watch the introduction video in sections, un-subtitled, then with Spanish subtitles. Set a listening task eg. write down neo-cognates used in the clip, or, note three new things that you learn. Question pupils to assess understanding. Reinforce language learning by using the glossary film. 
· Comparing life in the UK and El Salvador: Answer the first eight questions as an oral or written exercise. Ask pupils how they think Salvadoran young people would answer the questions. Watch the video of the young people. Watch the footage of Victor and Vicente with Spanish subtitles. Check difficult vocabulary using the glossary. The footage of Sara is not provided with Spanish subtitles, as it is too difficult to be used in Spanish lessons, but can be used with English subtitles to expand pupils’ knowledge of life in El Salvador. Ask pupils what surprised them about the young people’s replies. Ask them to prepare a presentation in Spanish about life in El Salvador using a selection of the photographs provided in the PowerPoints.
· Romero timeline: Use as a translation exercise from English to Spanish or from Spanish to English after watching the Romero video. Or use as a comprehension exercise. Provide a glossary of unfamiliar words. Challenge more advanced classes to rewrite the captions in the past tense.

· Extracts from Archbishop Romero’s last sermon: Use as a translation exercise from Spanish into English. Provide a glossary of unfamiliar words.

· The work of a CAFOD partner: Use as a comprehension exercise alongside the video of Erasmo Valiente from CAFOD partner, JDS. Additional information on JDS and the community of Guaymango is available at: www.cafod.org.uk/connect2elsalvador
· Liturgy: Join with RE colleagues to celebrate the liturgy, which includes a reading in Spanish.

Religious Education teachers:
· Give pupils a minute to write as much as they can about El Salvador (or, for less able pupils, Central America). Give out the El Salvador fact sheet to teams, allow them five minutes to memorise then remove the sheet, and do the El Salvador quiz. Ask pupils to notice what they learn and whether their views of El Salvador change. Watch the introduction video. Ask pupils to make notes on what has struck them. Discuss.
· Comparing life in the UK and El Salvador: Answer the first eight questions as an oral or written exercise. Ask pupils how they think Salvadoran young people would answer the questions. Watch the video of the young people. Ask pupils what surprised them. For contrasting video footage of a young Salvadoran living in a city, order the free CAFOD resource “Louder than Words”.
· Romero timeline: Watch the Romero video. Check pupils’ recollection and understanding. Use the timeline to revise learning. You could cut up a copy, give undated sections to pupils and challenge them to line up in chronological order. Answer questions on the timeline and consider the role of a prophet by using the worksheet Romero: Modern day prophet.
· Extracts from Archbishop Romero’s last sermon: Read together. Provide Bibles. Allow time for pupils to answer the questions in writing then discuss.

· The work of a CAFOD partner: Watch the video of Erasmo Valiente from JDS, a partner of CAFOD and SCIAF. Explain and discuss “sustainable agriculture”. Use the worksheet to deepen learning. Additional information on JDS and the community of Guaymango is available at: www.cafod.org.uk/connect2elsalvador. Encourage pupils to find out more. After viewing all the films, do pupils think Romero still influences the people of El Salvador and CAFOD’s work there? If so, how and why? Ask pupils to prepare a presentation about life in El Salvador using the photographs provided.
· Liturgy: Join with MFL colleagues to celebrate the liturgy, which includes a reading in Spanish.
Curriculum links
Modern Foreign Languages:

KS3 1.1a Develop the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing in a range of situations and contexts.1b Apply linguistic knowledge and skills to understand and communicate effectively. 1.4a Appreciate the richness and diversity of other cultures. 
4b Recognise that there are different ways of seeing the world, and develop an international outlook. 2.1d Use previous knowledge, context and other clues to work out the meaning of what they hear or read. 2.2a Listen for gist or detail. 2e Ask and answer questions. 2k Deal with unfamiliar language, unexpected responses and unpredictable situations. 3e Learn about different countries and cultures. 3f Compare pupils’ own experiences and perspectives with those of people in countries and communities where the target language is spoken. 
4e Use a range of resources, including ICT, for accessing and communicating information in the target language. 4f Listen to, read or view a range of materials, including authentic materials in the target language, both to support learning and for personal interest and enjoyment. 4g Use the target language in connection with topics and issues that are engaging and may be related to other areas of the curriculum.

GCSE subject criteria for modern foreign languages: 11. GCSE specifications in modern foreign languages must set out contexts and purposes that: are of relevance and interest to learners; correspond to learners’ level of maturity; reflect, and are appropriate to, the culture of countries and communities where the language is spoken; relate, where appropriate, to other areas of the curriculum.
Religious Education:

Icons Bk1, 1c Discipleship and martyrs, 2a The work of CAFOD

Icons Bk 2, 3a Cost of discipleship, 3d Saints 

Icons Bk 3, 2b Love, 2c Sacrifice, 3d Kingdom vision

Way, Truth and Life, Bk 2, 5 The prophetic role of the Church.

The Life of Monsignor Romero 

The following more detailed version of the information given in the pupils’ timeline will enable you to answer questions and to explore Romero’s life in greater depth with your class.

1917: Monsignor Romero was born in Ciudad Barrios, San Miguel on 15 August 1917 at 3am. His mother, Guadalupe de Jesús Galdámez, named him Oscar Arnulfo. He was the second of six sons and two daughters. His father, Santos Romero, was a postman and telegraphist, delivering letters and telegrams in the town.

Oscar’s father didn’t want him to study outside the town and so sent him to be an apprentice carpenter. There he learnt to make doors, chairs and tables. He also helped his father deliver letters.  Sometimes he passed time playing the flute.

1930: When he was 13, a priest visited Oscar’s town and invited him to join the seminary. His father was against this, but one year later he entered the youth seminary of San Miguel.

When Oscar’s mother was ill and there wasn’t enough money to pay the medical expenses, Oscar worked in a gold mine in Potosí, 10km from Ciudad Barrios, for three months. He earned 50 cents of a colón per day, which is about four pence at today’s rates. (The colón was replaced by the US dollar in 2001).

1937: In 1937, Oscar moved on to the senior seminary of San José de la Montaña in San Salvador. After seven months there he continued his theology studies in Rome at the Gregorian University. He lived there during the Second World War. It was while in Rome that he heard of the deaths of his father Santos and his brother Rómulo.

1942: Oscar was ordained a priest in the Vatican on 4 April 1942.  None of his family was able to come to the ceremony.  He returned to El Salvador and on 11 January 1944 he celebrated his first Mass in Ciudad Barrios with his remaining family.

His first parish was in Anamorós, La Union but he soon returned to San Miguel to take charge of the diocese.  He remained in San Miguel over 20 years, doing various jobs.  His mother, Guadalupe, went there to live with him until her death in 1961.

1944: Oscar did a lot of pastoral work; he visited prisons, organised catechism, promoted various apostolic movements such as the Legion of Mary, the Knights of Christ the King and started the distribution of food to the poor through Caritas. He gained a reputation for his compelling and passionate sermons.

1967: On 4 April 1967, the twentieth anniversary of his ordination, Oscar was named Monsignor and Secretary of the Bishops’ Conference, for which he had to move to San Salvador.  Since he had nowhere to live there he moved into San José de la Montaña Seminary which was run by the Jesuits.  There he met his close friend Rutilio Grande.

1970: On 21 June 1970, Oscar Romero was made Bishop in the gymnasium of a Salvadoran High School. Romero was criticised for inviting President Fidel Sánchez Hernández to the ceremony. People thought that Romero should not be appearing to give his support to the government when they were exploiting the Salvadoran people.

1974: On 15 October 1974 he was named Bishop of the Santiago de Maria diocese. A few months later he began to feel the repressive policies of the government.  The National Guard invaded the small village of Tres Calles and murdered five peasants.  Mons. Romero went to the town the next day to console the families and afterwards wrote a letter to his friend, President Molina, to protest against the killing.

1975: In 1975 Mons. Romero was named Consultant of the Papal Commission for Latin America and travelled to Rome for a meeting of this group. There he wrote a memo criticising many priests for being ‘politicised’ as they were encouraging the laity to take an active role in bringing about changes to El Salvador’s social and political systems. Romero recognised that the country had a government, which was militarised and repressive, and also a cruel social inequality in which few had everything while the majority lived in misery, but he wrote that the path for resolving these problems lay in healthy collaboration with the government. 

1977: When Luiz Chávez González who had been archbishop since 1938 retired, everyone thought his successor would be his auxiliary bishop, Mons. Arturo Rivera Damas.  The conservative sectors of the Church and the rich families had another candidate in mind; Mons. Romero, who they thought would put an end to the prophetic and liberating pastoral approach that had taken root. And so it was. In February 1977, the Vatican named Mons. Romero, Archbishop of San Salvador.  On 28 February there was a demonstration in Liberty Square against electoral fraud. Because this demonstration was repressed by the government, Mons. Romero suspended his inauguration event and instead held a small ceremony in San José de la Montaña Seminary.

On 12 March 1977, Fr Rutilio Grande and two of his parishioners were ambushed and shot as they drove to evening Mass. Fr Grande had challenged the government for actions he saw as attempts to harass and silence Salvadoran priests. On 13 February 1977, he had preached a sermon denouncing the government's expulsion of a Colombian priest, Fr Bernal. Some believed that this action helped to provoke Fr. Grande's murder. 

The funeral took place in the cathedral the following day in front of huge crowds of people. Mons. Romero stated that he would not attend any more official government events until the murder of Fr. Grande was solved. He kept this promise. In June 1977 General Carlos Humberto was sworn in as the new President. Mons. Romero did not attend the ceremony.
1979: One day, during which Mons. Romero received a very serious death threat, he said: “I want to clarify one point. The news of death threats to my person have been much repeated… I want to assure you, and I ask your prayers that I be faithful to this promise, that I will not abandon my people, rather I will run the same risks with them that my ministry requires.” (11 November 1979)

1980: Mons. Romero was well known for his compelling and passionate sermons. Here are some extracts:

“A church that doesn’t join with the poor to denounce, from among the poor, these injustices they are subject to, is not the true church of Jesus Christ.” (17 February 1980) 

“A call to the oligarchy: I repeat what I said the last time – don’t consider me either a judge or an enemy.  I am merely the pastor, a brother, a friend to this people who knows of its suffering, of its hunger, of its anguish.  In the name of these voices I raise my voice to say: don’t idolise your wealth, don’t protect it in such a way that you let everyone else die of hunger, you have to know to take off your rings so that they don’t cut off your fingers.” (6 January 1980)

“We want the government to take seriously the idea that the reforms are meaningless when they are stained with so much blood.  In the name of God, then, and in the name of this suffering people whose laments rise up to heaven each day more tumultuously, I beg you, I implore you, I order you, in the name of God, stop the repression!” (23 March 1980)

On 24 March 1980, Romero was murdered by a single shot fired at him while he celebrated Mass in the Hospital of the Divine Providence.  Mons. Romero was buried in the Cathedral of San Salvador on 30 March 1980.  Thousands of people came to say a final farewell.  During the ceremony there was an explosion and shots were fired. More than 30 people were killed and many more injured. Witnesses claimed that army snipers fired from the roof of the National Palace.
In 1992 a Truth Commission was set up to investigate the most serious human rights violations, including the murder of Mons. Romero.  The investigation concluded that the ex-mayor, Roberto D’Aubuisson, founder of the National Republican Alliance, ARENA, ordered ex-captain Saravia to murder Romero. D’Aubuisson had been a member of Salvadoran military intelligence and commanded death squads.

2009: A new era in El Salvador’s history began on 15 March 2009 when Mauricio Funes was elected President of El Salvador.  On the closing night of his campaign Mauricio offered his victory in memory of Romero. In his first speech as President elect he said that his governance would be inspired by Romero and the “option for the poor”.  

The option for the poor is a principle of Catholic Social Teaching and claims that a preferential concern for the welfare of the poor is an essential element of the Gospel.
Classroom resources
On the following pages you will find the classroom resources referred to in the ‘how to use’ section above. 
CAFOD would like to thank the staff and pupils of St. Bede’s Catholic School, Lanchester for their help in developing these resources.
The Life of Monsignor Romero 
(also provided as a pdf with pictures)
1917 - Oscar Arnulfo Romero is born into a family of ten on 15 August 1917 in Ciudad Barrios, El Salvador. His father is a postman and sometimes the young Romero helps his father post letters. Oscar learns to be a carpenter, making tables, chairs and doors. 
1930 - He goes to junior seminary when he is 14 years old. 
When his mother is ill and they need money for medicine, Oscar leaves the seminary for three months and works in the gold mine in Potosí. He earns about 4p a day.

1937 - Oscar goes to Rome to study theology and stays there during World War II. His father and brother die while he is in Rome.
1942 - He is ordained a priest on 4 April 1942. He returns to El Salvador in 1944.  All his remaining family are with him as he celebrates his first Mass in Ciudad Barrios.

1944 - For 20 years he is Director of the Diocese of San Miguel. His mother lives there with him until she dies in 1961. He becomes famous for his sermons. He also does a lot of parish work like visiting prisons, organising catechism classes and working with the Catholic agency, Caritas, to provide food to the poor.
1967 - He is made a Monsignor and moves to San Salvador, where he meets Fr. Rutilio Grande who becomes a good friend.
1970 - He is made a Bishop on 21 June and invites El Salvador’s president to the ceremony. People are angry that he seems to be supporting a government that is oppressing the people.
1974 - A month after he becomes Bishop of Santiago de Maria, the army kills three people in the village of Tres Calles. He comforts the families and writes to the President to protest about the murders.
1975 - In 1975 he writes a memo criticising some priests for being too political. He also says that the way to solve El Salvador’s problems is to work with the government.
1977 - In February 1977 he becomes Archbishop of San Salvador. Some people in the Church and some rich people are happy because they think he will stop the priests from helping the poor.
On 12 March 1977 Fr. Rutilio Grande and two people he is travelling with are shot and killed.  Mons. Romero refuses to attend official government events until the murder is solved.

1979 - Mons. Romero receives death threats. After one very serious death threat he says: “I want to assure you, and I ask your prayers that I be faithful to this promise, that I will not abandon my people, rather I will run the same risks with them that my ministry requires.”  (11.11.79)
1980 - Mons. Romero denounces the government and the army for their repressive policies: “In the name of God, and in the name of this suffering people whose cries rise to heaven more loudly each day, I beg you, I implore you, I order you, in the name of God, stop the repression!” (23.03.80)

On 24 March 1980 a shot kills Mons. Romero as he says Mass. Thousands of people come to his funeral. The army fires into the crowd. Thirty people die and hundreds are injured. An investigation in 1992 finds that ex-mayor, General Roberto D’Aubuisson, ordered ex-captain Saravia to kill Romero.
2009 - Mons. Romero lives in his people.  On 15 March 2009 Mauricio Funes is elected president of El Salvador. He announces that his government will be inspired by Romero and “the option for the poor” (choosing to first help the most vulnerable).
La Vida de Monseñor Romero 
(also provided as a pdf with pictures)
1917 - Oscar Arnulfo Romero nace el 15 de agosto de 1917 en Ciudad Barrios, El Salvador. Hay diez personas en su familia. Su padre es cartero. Oscar aprende a ser carpintero, haciendo mesas, sillas y puertas. A veces ayuda a su padre a repartir las cartas.
1930 - Va al seminario para jóvenes cuando tiene 14 años.
Cuando su madre está enferma y necesitan dinero para medicinas, Oscar deja el seminario durante tres meses y trabaja en las minas de oro en Potosí. Gana más o menos cuatro peniques al día.

1937 - Oscar va a Roma para estudiar teología y permanece allí durante la segunda guerra mundial.  Su padre y su hermano mueren mientras él está en Roma.
1942 - Lo ordenan sacerdote el 4 de abril de 1942. Regresa a El Salvador en 1944. Todo el resto de su familia está con él cuando celebra su primera misa en Ciudad Barrios.

1944 - En San Miguel permanece por veinte años para dirigir la diócesis. Su madre vive allí con él hasta su muerte en 1961. Se hace famoso por sus sermones. También hace mucho trabajo en la parroquia como visitar las cárceles, organizar clases de catequismo y trabajar con la agencia Católica, Caritas, para distribuir comida a los pobres.
1967 - Lo nombran Monseñor y se va a San Salvador donde conoce a su gran amigo Padre Rutilio Grande.
1970 - Lo ordenan obispo el 21 de junio e invita al presidente de El Salvador a la ceremonia.  La gente está enfadada porque parece que está a favor de un gobierno que oprime a la gente.
1974 - Un mes después lo nombran obispo de Santiago de María, los militares matan a tres personas en el pueblo de Tres Calles.  El conforta a las familias y escribe al Presidente para protestar contra los asesinatos.
1975 - En 1975 escribe un memo criticando a algunos sacerdotes por ser demasiado políticos.  También dice que la manera de resolver los problemas en El Salvador es colaborar con el gobierno.
1977 - En febrero de 1977 lo nombran Arzobispo de San Salvador.  Algunos en la iglesia y muchos ricos están muy felices porque piensan que él va a prevenir que los sacerdotes ayuden a los pobres. El 12 de marzo de 1977, el Padre Rutilio Grande y dos campesinos que viajaban con él son asesinados.  Mons. Romero dice que no participará en ningún acto oficial del gobierno hasta que se resuelva el asesinato.
1979 - Lo amenazan de muerte. Después de una amenaza grave Mons. Romero dice “Quiero asegurarles a ustedes, y les pido oraciones para ser fiel a esta promesa, que no abandonaré a mi pueblo, sino que correré con él todos los riesgos que mi ministerio me exige.” (11.11.1979)
1980 - Monseñor Romero denuncia al gobierno y a los militares por su régimen represivo: “En nombre de Dios y en nombre de este sufrido pueblo, cuyos lamentos suben hasta el cielo cada día más tumultuosos, les suplico, les ruego, les ordeno, en nombre de Dios ¡Cese la represión!” (23.3.1980)
El 24 de marzo de 1980 Monseñor Romero muere de un disparo mientras celebra la misa.  Miles de personas vienen a su funeral.  Los militares disparan contra la gente.  30 personas mueren y cientos más resultan heridos. Una investigación en 1992 descubre que el ex–mayor General Roberto D’Aubuisson ordenó al ex–capitán Saravia que matase a Romero.

2009 - Monseñor Romero vive en su gente.  El 15 de marzo de 2009 Mauricio Funes es elegido Presidente de El Salvador.  En su primer discurso como Presidente dice que su gobierno será inspirado por Romero y la “opción preferencial por los pobres” (ayudar a los más vulnerables es la prioridad).
Países hispanohablantes 
Localiza El Salvador en el mapa. Escribe el nombre en el sitio apropiado. Colorea en azul los otros países hispanohablantes.
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Lista de países en América Central y América del Sur donde el español es el idioma oficial:
América Central 

Guatemala, Honduras, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panamá

América del Sur
Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Paraguay, Perú, Uruguay, Venezuela

El Salvador fact sheet
	Population
	7.2 million (UK = 61 million)

	Capital
	San Salvador

	Position, out of 182 countries, on the Human Development Index (a measure of poverty)
	106 (UK = 21)

	GDP per capita (Gross Domestic Product per person, ie. the wealth of the country divided by the population)
	$5,804 (UK = $35,130)

	Median age
	22.5 (UK = 40.2)

	Main exports
	Coffee, sugar, shrimp, textiles, chemicals

	Life expectancy
	72.3 (UK = 79.3)

	Infant mortality rate, per 1,000 live births
	21.52 (UK = 4.85)

	Adult literacy
	82% (UK = 99%)

	Major religions
	Catholic (57.1%) and Protestant (21.2%)

	Currency
	US dollar (since 2001; previously the currency was the colón)


(Facts taken from the HDR 2009, CIA – The world fact book, and freegk.com/worldatlas/elsalvador.php)

· “El Salvador” means (Republic of) “the Saviour". 
· It is the smallest and most densely populated country in Central America.
· El Salvador has a tropical climate with pronounced wet and dry seasons. The rainy season extends from May to October. From November to April, it is dry, hot and hazy. 
· It experiences severe weather conditions, including hurricanes and droughts, as well as frequent earthquakes and volcanic activity.  
· El Salvador's most notable dish is the pupusa, a thick hand-made corn tortilla usually stuffed with cheese, chicharrón (made with meat), or refried beans. 
· The most popular dessert is fried plantain, a sort of savoury banana also eaten for breakfast or as a snack.
· Class sizes in state schools can reach 50 children, so Salvadorans who can afford the cost often choose to send their children to private schools where classes are smaller. 
· State schools in El Salvador are free, but the University of El Salvador is the only state university in the country, part-funded by the state. There are several private universities.
	1528
	The Spanish conquered El Salvador in 1528. They were known as the conquistadors. 

	
	The conquistadors hoped to find gold, but extracting gold by a process called panning took a long time. They decided that El Salvador’s best resource was land. 

	
	Large areas of land were granted by the Spanish crown to rich Spanish settlers. The settlers were allowed to collect tribute from the indigenous inhabitants (local people) on their land. The indigenous population suffered greatly for centuries. 

	1839
	El Salvador became an independent country.

	1912
	The National Guard was created as a rural police force to repress the dissatisfied rural population (known as ‘campesinos’).

	1979
	The Revolutionary Government Junta of El Salvador came to power, nationalised many private companies and took over much privately-owned land. However, groups allied with the Communists demanded even more reforms – leading to civil war from 1980-1992. 

	2009
	Mauricio Funes became president, promising to follow the example of Oscar Romero and to consider the needs of the poorest people.


El Salvador quiz
1. What is the population of El Salvador?

2. What is El Salvador’s capital city?

3. What percentage of Salvadorans is Catholic?
4. When is the rainy season in El Salvador?

5. On the Human Development Index, ranking 182 countries by their level of human development, what is El Salvador’s position?

6. What is a plantain?

7. Why might a wealthy Salvadoran send his or her children to a private school?
8. In what year did the conquistadors conquer El Salvador?

9. Why did the indigenous population suffer for centuries?

10.  Why was the National Guard created?

11.  When was the civil war in El Salvador?
12.  When he was elected in 2009, whose example did President Funes promise to follow?

· Watch the ‘Introduction’ video and note any additional facts that you learn about  El Salvador.

· How does JDS help Sara, Vicente and Victor’s families?

· What else would you like to know about El Salvador?

· Find another interesting fact about El Salvador for homework.
Concurso sobre El Salvador 
1. ¿Cuántos habitantes hay en El Salvador?

2. ¿Cuál es la capital de El Salvador?

3. ¿Qué porcentaje (%) de la población salvadoreña es Católica?

4. ¿Cuándo es la temporada de lluvias (cuando llueve mucho) en El Salvador?

5. ¿En el Índice del Desarrollo Humano (Human Development Index), en donde se clasifican 182 países según su nivel de desarrollo humano, cual es la posición de El Salvador?

6. ¿Qué es un plátano en inglés (popular como desayuno en El Salvador)?

7. ¿Por qué razones puede enviar una familia rica salvadoreña a sus hijos e hijas a una escuela privada?
8. ¿En que año fue la conquista de El Salvador?

9. ¿Por qué sufrió la población indígena durante siglos?

10.  ¿Por qué se creó la Guardia Nacional?

11.  ¿Cuándo ocurrió la guerra civil en El Salvador?

12.  ¿Al ser elegido en 2009, el Presidente Funes prometió seguir el ejemplo de quién?

•
Ver el video de introducción y anotar cualquier información adicional que aprendes sobre El Salvador.
•
¿Cómo ayuda el Servicio Jesuita para el Desarrollo a las familias de Sara, Vicente y Víctor?
•
¿Qué más te gustaría saber acerca de El Salvador?
•
Para tus deberes, buscar otro hecho interesante sobre El Salvador.
Comparing life in the UK and El Salvador
1. What is your name?
2. How old are you?
3. Where do you live?

4. How would you describe your daily life? (Give some examples of what you do)
5. Which subjects do you like to study?

6. What would you like to do when you leave school?

7. What are your hobbies?

8. Who do you admire and why?

· How do you think the young people in El Salvador will answer some of the above questions?
· Watch the video of Victor, Vicente and Sara.

· What are the similarities and differences between their lives and yours?
· What questions would you like to ask Sara, Vicente or Victor?

Comparing life in the UK and El Salvador
1. ¿Cómo te llamas? 

2. ¿Cuántos años tienes?

3. ¿Dónde vives?

4. ¿Cómo es tu vida diaria? Describe un día típico en tu vida.  

5. ¿Qué asignaturas te gusta estudiar?

6. ¿Qué te gustaría hacer cuando termines tus estudios?

7. ¿Cuáles son tus pasatiempos? 

8. ¿A quién admiras y por qué?

· How do you think the young people in El Salvador will answer some of the above questions?
· Watch the video of Victor, Vicente and Sara.

· What are the similarities and differences between their lives and yours?

· What questions would you like to ask Sara, Vicente or Victor?
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Extracts from Archbishop Romero’s last sermon, 24 March, 1980
 “Each week I go about the country listening to the cries of the people, their pain from so much crime, and the disgrace of so much violence. Each week I ask the Lord to give me the right words to console, to denounce, to call for repentance. And even though I may be a voice crying in the desert, I know that the Church is making the effort to fulfil its mission....”
“…today El Salvador is living its own “exodus”. Today we are passing to our liberation through a desert strewn with bodies and where anguish and pain are devastating us...”
“Last Monday, 17 March, was a tremendously violent day. Bombs exploded in the capital as well as in the interior of the country… Throughout the day, constant bursts of machine-gun fire were heard in the university area. The archbishop's office intervened to protect people who found themselves caught inside… At least fifty people died in serious incidents that day…”
“I would like to make a special appeal to the men of the army, and specifically to the ranks of the National Guard, the police and the military. Brothers, you come from our own people. You are killing your own brother peasants when any human order to kill must be subject to the law of God which says, "Thou shalt not kill." No soldier is obliged to obey an order contrary to the law of God. No one has to obey an immoral law. It is high time you recovered your consciences and obeyed your consciences rather than a sinful order...”
“In the name of God, in the name of this suffering people whose cries rise to heaven more loudly each day, I implore you, I beg you, I order you in the name of God: stop the repression!”
1. Which part of this sermon appears in the video of Romero’s life? Underline the section.

2. Read Exodus 6:5-8. What does Romero mean by, “El Salvador is living its own ‘exodus’ ”? 

3. If you had never heard of Romero, how would you describe the person who gave this sesermon?

4. How would you feel hearing this sermon if you were:

- a soldier in El Salvador, who has been ordered to kill
- an oppressed peasant living in El Salvador 

- a member of El Salvador’s government who does not want to lose power?

Extracts from Archbishop Romero’s last sermon, 24 March, 1980
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 “Por eso le pido al Señor, durante toda la semana, mientras voy recogiendo el clamor del pueblo y el dolor de tanto crimen, la ignominia de tanta violencia, que me de la palabra oportuna para consolar, para denunciar, para llamar al arrepentimiento, y aunque siga siendo una voz que clama en el desierto sé que la Iglesia está haciendo el esfuerzo por cumplir con su misión... 
Hoy también El Salvador vive su éxodo propio, hoy estamos pasando también nosotros la liberación por el desierto donde cadáveres, donde el dolor angustioso nos va asolando…
El 17 de marzo fue un día tremendamente violento. Fue el lunes pasado. Estallaron varias bombas en la capital y en el interior del país... Durante todo el día escucharon constantes ráfagas de ametralladoras en la zona universitaria. El Arzobispado intervino para proteger a las personas que se encontraban en su interior… Por lo menos 50 personas murieron en los graves sucesos de ese día.
Yo quisiera hacer un llamamiento de manera especial a los hombres del ejército, y en concreto a las bases de la guardia nacional, de la policía, de los cuarteles: 

Hermanos, son de nuestro mismo pueblo, matan a sus mismos hermanos campesinos y ante una orden de matar que dé un hombre, debe de prevalecer la Ley de Dios que dice: NO MATAR... Ningún soldado está obligado a obedecer una orden contra la Ley de Dios... Una ley inmoral, nadie tiene que cumplirla... Ya es tiempo de que recuperen su conciencia y que obedezcan antes a su conciencia que a la orden del pecado... 
En nombre de Dios, pues, y en nombre de este sufrido pueblo cuyos lamentos suben hasta el cielo cada día más tumultuosos, les suplico, les ruego, les ordeno en nombre de Dios: ¡Cese la represión...!
Romero: Modern day prophet
Read the timeline of the life of Monsignor Romero and answer the following questions:
1. Where and when was Romero born?

2. Who was happy when Romero became Archbishop of San Salvador? Why?

3. What happened in March 1977 that changed Romero’s attitude towards the government?

4. How did Romero respond when he was threatened with death?

5. How is Romero’s example still influencing El Salvador?
6. “Prophets are not so much people who see the future, but rather people who see the present with God's eyes and do something about it.” (Source unknown).                                      How was Romero a prophet?
7. Think of three ways that you can be a prophet, speaking out against injustice locally and globally. (Go to CAFOD’s campaign pages for ideas on global action.)
The work of a CAFOD partner
Watch the video of Erasmo Valiente from CAFOD’s partner, the Jesuit Development Service (JDS). Listen out for the following information, and fill in the blanks.

1. JDS started working in Guaymango in 20___.
2. JDS started working with four communities, now it is supporting ___.

3. When JDS leaves Guaymango it would like the work to _______________ so it is 
preparing and training _______________ in sustainable ____________________.
4. Because JDS members of staff live and work in the communities and share in their 
lives as equals, JDS has started gaining people’s   _____________ .
5. What satisfies JDS most is to see families that have improved their living conditions, 
for example, ___________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ .
6. Erasmo describes Mons. Romero as the ____________ of the __________________ 
because he was on the side of ____________________ people.

7. To commemorate Romero’s death, JDS showed communities the film about Romero. 

Erasmo thinks this was important because                                                                                     

_____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________ .
· Do you think JDS staff members are passionate about the work they do?         What makes you think this?

· Imagine you are a poor farmer in Guaymango. What difference could JDS make to your daily life? 
Liturgy 
This liturgy commemorates the martyrdom of Oscar Romero, revisits some of the facts learnt in this resource and offers time to reflect on what Romero’s example can teach us about how to be a prophet today.
You will need six readers. Reader four should be confident in Spanish.

Introduction

(Sign of the Cross)
(All stand)

Sing: O the word of my Lord, or, Who will speak if you don't? (Marty Haugen)
Reader one: Lord, we thank you for your servant, Oscar Romero. 

As we gather to meditate on his life and death, inspire us to follow his example 

and to become brave prophets for your kingdom. 

We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. 
All: Amen.

(All sit)

Scripture reading: Jeremiah 1:4-10
Reader two: A reading from the Prophet Jeremiah 
The word of the LORD came to me, saying, 
"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; 
I appointed you as a prophet to the nations." 
"Ah, Sovereign LORD," I said, "I do not know how to speak; I am only a child." 
But the LORD said to me, "Do not say, 'I am only a child.' You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,"… Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, "Now, I have put my words in your mouth. See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant." 

This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God.

Short responsory
Reader three: The response is: Lord, give us your word.
All: Lord, give us your word.

Reader three: 
Lord God, you have called us to be your prophets, even though we are young. 
(Lord, give us your word)
If we say yes to your call, you will give us the words we need. 
(Lord, give us your word)
You will help us to live lives that will tear down evil and plant seeds of justice and peace.  (Lord, give us your word).
Presentation

Show PowerPoint of Romero’s life and death at: http://www.cafod.org.uk/secondary/romero
Appropriate music may be played while this is shown.

A reading from Archbishop Romero’s last sermon

Reader three: Archbishop Oscar Romero spoke out for justice on the day before he died. This is what he said:

Reader four: Queremos que el gobierno tome en serio

Reader five: We want the government to take seriously the idea

Reader four: que de nada sirven las reformas si van teñidas con tanta sangre.

Reader five: that the reforms are meaningless when they are stained with so much blood.

Reader four: En nombre de Dios pues y en nombre de este sufrido pueblo, 
Reader five: In the name of God and in the name of his suffering people, 

Reader four: cuyos lamentos suben hasta el cielo cada día más tumultuosos,
Reader five: whose cries rise up to heaven more loudly each day,
Reader four: les suplico, les ruego, les ordeno, 
Reader five: I beg you, I implore you, I order you, 

Reader four: en nombre de Dios  ¡Cese la represión!
Reader five: in the name of God, stop the repression!
Reflection
The leader invites each person to consider one occasion when he or she has seen something that is unfair. This could be at school, eg. a fellow student being wrongly accused, at home, eg. a sibling refusing to share, or globally, eg. a news item about poverty in developing countries or unfair trade. Allow a minute of silence for students to recall the incident, to consider their response at the time and to ask God for healing and courage to speak out bravely in the face of injustice.

Final prayer

Reader six: We pray for the people of El Salvador, that they may continue to find inspiration in the life and death of Oscar Romero. Lord in your mercy… 
All: Hear our prayer.

Reader six: We pray for CAFOD partners in El Salvador that their work may bring hope and dignity to the people with whom they work. Lord in your mercy… 
All: Hear our prayer.

Reader six: We pray for ourselves, that Romero’s example will give us courage to speak out whenever we see injustice, here at home or in the wider world. Lord in your mercy… 
All: Hear our prayer.
Reader six: With Romero, we give glory to God as we say: 

All: Glory be to the Father…

Sing: We are marching (Siyahamba), or, We will walk with God (Sisohambanaye).
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