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Activity: Fair play? 

AIM 
To think about issues of injustice and unfairness by looking at differing wages in the football industry.

INTRODUCTION
· Explain to the children that they will be looking at some of the different jobs and wages of people that are involved in the sports industry.
CHECKING UNDERSTANDING
· Firstly display the list of different jobs from the FACT FILE below and ensure that all the children understand what they mean. 
(Do not display the wages yet!)
· You can then either order the list of wages from least to most as a whole class or in small groups depending on children’s ability.  To contextualise, it may be useful to make comparisons between some of the wages and costs of items (38p – Bag of crisps, £21,000 – a brand new top range car)
GROUP ACTIVITY
· Copy and cut out enough sets of Fair play cards for each group.

· Ask them to match each job with the correct wage.
· When the groups have completed the matching exercise gather together to compare answers
	FACT FILE
	

	weekly wages
UK PE teacher, weekly wage






£660

UK Minister of Culture, Media and Sport, weekly wage


£2,779

Football stitcher in Pakistan, wage per normal ball


£0.24

Football stitcher in Pakistan, wage per Fairtrade ball                            £0.38

Sports clothing stitcher in Cambodia, weekly wage 


£11.74

Sports shoe gluer in China, weekly wage




£15.33

Sewing machinist in UK, weekly wage




£248

Professional footballer in Liberia, wage per game



£0.38

An average footballer in the English premiership, weekly wage

£21,000

Highest paid footballers in the English Premiership, weekly wage
£130,000

Average weekly wage in the UK





£500.38 

Average weekly wage in Pakistan                                                       £14

(Wages are average amounts, before tax)


discussion

· What do you think are the reasons for some of these differences?

· Are some football teams better than others because they have access to better facilities and more money to buy players, or are their players just naturally more gifted? 

· Who benefits most from the football industry? Does anyone suffer? 

FOLLOW UP ACTIVITY

· Read the report ‘Who made my football?’ out loud or photocopy it for small groups, then facilitate a discussion about child labour: is it ever acceptable? Why or why not?
	REPORT
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	Who made my football? 

Did you know that most sports balls are hand-stitched? Often the 
people who do this have to work long hours in poor conditions 
for very little money. 

Most workers receive very low pay. Workers often put in many extra hours of overtime just to make enough money to cover their basic needs. Many work more than 12 hours a day, including weekends. In India, the average wage for a man stitching sports balls is 20 rupees (about 30p), a third of the minimum wage of 63 rupees (about 93p). And because parents often earn so little, their children have to work as well. The children are paid even less. 

Children as young as five can be found stitching footballs. Some children go to school and stitch outside school hours and others stitch full-time. Even those who are able to go to school are often too tired to concentrate fully on their studies. 

The use of child labour in the sporting goods industry has attracted lots of bad publicity. The World Federation of the Sports Goods Industry has been trying to end harmful child labour and improve working conditions for children and adults. In attempts to reduce child labour, the big companies stopped people stitching from home and moved production to stitching centres, but this prevented many women from working because they could not afford to be away from home for the whole day. Some companies moved their production to different countries, meaning many people became unemployed.

Source: Global March Against Child Labour http://www.globalmarch.org/campaigns/worldcupcampaign/child%20labour.php


Fair-play CARDS
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