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Homily notes

Sunday 2 October – Matthew 21:33-43

Jesus tells the story of a man who leases his vineyard to tenants – a vineyard that he has invested time and money into, planting it, building a fence and a wine press. It is a good vineyard and one which would be expected to produce much fruit, of which the man expects to reap the benefit.

But the tenants have other ideas. They refuse to share the harvest. They would rather keep it all for themselves and kill the heir in order to inherit the land. 

We can be tempted to think that this parable does not really speak to us. After all, we believe in God and we listen to Jesus, the Son of God, and try to follow his example of how to live our lives. Surely we are not like the tenants in this parable? 

Yet sometimes we can struggle to hear the Good News as it is drowned out by our everyday lives and the pressure of society to consume and conform. The real meaning of the gospel can become lost as we view our faith as a purely individual concern with no implications for the world around us.

Are we open, then, to the challenge that this gospel throws at us?

There are times when we are all like those tenants. God has given us the earth, in all its beauty and wonder, so that all might have enough to live. And yet, so often we are driven by greed, to consume and strip the earth of all its resources without considering the effects on others. In this way, some people have riches to excess, while many people live in poverty and do not have the opportunity to flourish.

People like Pan in Cambodia, whose story you will find on the CAFOD envelope in your seats. Pan discovered that he was HIV positive when he was just 11 years old. Shortly afterwards his parents both died because of AIDS. 

Pan went to live with his aunt, but she was poor and she struggled to feed and clothe him. She did not treat him well. He was forced to leave school and sell rice on the streets to earn money and so he became sicker and weaker. 

With the support of a local priest, who works for CAFOD’s partner Maryknoll, Pan was taken to hospital. He received the medical treatment he so desperately needed and now lives with caring people in a safe and happy home. He was also able to return to school. Pan’s life has been transformed. He now has the opportunity to reach his full potential and he has hope for the future. 

The gospel challenges us then, not to be like the tenants or the chief priests and scribes that this story was aimed at, grabbing what we can get, trying to hold on to our wealth, power or status no matter what the cost to others. Rather it calls us to listen to what God asks us to do, to open our eyes to the great gifts that we have been given, and to share those gifts with others so that all people may flourish.

Sunday 9 October – Matthew 22:1-14

In today’s gospel reading Jesus reveals the Kingdom of God through a parable about a wedding feast. 

The king invited many people to his son’s wedding. No doubt these were important people, who were very wealthy and powerful, those who were “worthy” to be invited. And yet when the king sent his servants to collect them they decided they had better things to do, or like the tenants of the vineyard in last week’s gospel, they mistreated the servants. 

Consequently the king sent his servants out to the road to invite all passersby and they “collected together everyone they could find, bad and good alike”. There is an open invitation to the feast as there is an open invitation to the Kingdom of Heaven. 

God’s message is for all people and the Kingdom is an inclusive place, a place of welcome. It does not matter if you are rich or poor, powerful or marginalised, the invitation to enter still stands. It is, however, up to us how we answer that invitation, how we respond to God’s love for us and how we speak to others of God’s love. 

Pan, whose story you will find on the CAFOD envelope in your seats, discovered that he was HIV positive when he was just 11 years old. Shortly afterwards his parents both died because of AIDS. 

Pan went to live with his aunt, but she was poor and she struggled to feed and clothe him. She did not treat Pan well. He was forced to leave school and sell rice on the streets to earn money. He became weaker and weaker. 

With the support of a local priest, who works for Maryknoll, CAFOD’s partner in Cambodia, Pan was taken to hospital. He received the medical treatment he so desperately needed and now lives with caring people in a safe and happy home. He was also able to return to school. Pan’s life has been transformed. He now has the opportunity to reach his full potential and he has hope for the future. 

By reaching out to others, especially those who are poor, marginalised or vulnerable we can anticipate the Kingdom of God here on earth by making our world as inclusive as the wedding feast and ensuring that all children have the chance to reach their full potential. 
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