Assembly for refugees: KS2

Ideas for creating a prayer focus, homily notes and prayers for an assembly or liturgy about refugees 

Preparation

You may wish to create a large makeshift tent out of plastic sheeting or sackcloth as a reminder that many people are displaced from their homes because of war or floods or lack of food. 

You could put a few pots, pans and old blankets inside the tent to show just how few possessions many refugees have. 

Put a big map of Afghanistan on the wall, or help the children to make a floor map of Afghanistan that they can sit around as they pray. 

Prepare a pot or tub with soil for the children to plant mustard seeds during the prayer. 

Give each child a mustard seed to plant during the prayers. 

Choose six readers and six helpers for the bidding prayers below. 

Props you may wish to use: 

A plastic bag, a bandage, a worn-out shoe, a book, a loaf of bread, a jug of water 

Homily: Caring for our neighbour

Read Matthew 25:34-40 to the children and use the points below to help them to understand its meaning. 

· The way we treat people is important. Every person is made in the image of God and deserves to be treated as such. 

· If we ignore needy people, we are ignoring Christ. The Bible teaches us that Christ came to share in the struggles of this world and to be one of us. 

· Christ came to give good news to the poor. As Christians, we should be bearers of his good news. 

· In what ways can we be bearers of God's good news, both to the people around us and to our refugee neighbours? 

Bidding prayers

If you are using props, explain the significance of each item beforehand. Alternatively, you may prefer to encourage the children to write their own prayers and choose their own items to symbolise their biddings. 

· The plastic bag symbolises the refugees who carry their possessions from place to place. 

· The bandage symbolises those who have been hurt in war. 

· The worn-out shoe symbolises those who walk from place to place in search of peace. 

· The book symbolises those who long for education but cannot go to school. 

· The bread symbolises those who are hungry. 

· The water symbolises those who cannot find safe water to drink. 

· The mustard seeds are symbols of peace. Seeds need to be nurtured with light and water so that they can grow, just as people need to be nurtured in their search for peace. 

Helper 1 places a plastic bag on the map to symbolise the refugees who carry their possessions from place to place. 

Voice 1: We pray for the people who have lost their homes and have nowhere safe to live. Give them strength to support each other and courage to face each day. 

All: Lord, help us to bring peace to your world. 

Helper 2 places a bandage on the map to symbolise those who have been hurt in war. 

Voice 2: We pray for all who have been hurt by wars or disasters, for all who have lost family and friends. Be with those who are sick and comfort those who are sad. 

All: Lord, help us to bring peace to your world. 

Helper 3 places a worn-out shoe on the map to symbolise those who walk from place to place, often in bare feet, in search of peace. 

Voice 3: We pray for the weary, for families who have walked from place to place in search of peace. Be with them as they journey and give their tired bodies rest. 

All: Lord, help us to bring peace to your world. 

Helper 4 places a book on the map to symbolise those who long for education but cannot go to school. 

Voice 4: We pray for the children, for all who cannot go to school because of wars and disasters. Help them to learn wisdom from their families and friends and never to give up hope. 

All: Lord, help us to bring peace to your world. 

Helper 5 places a loaf of bread on the map to symbolise those who are hungry 

Voice 4: We pray for those who are hungry, for all those who do not have enough to eat. Watch over them as they plant their food and help us to share the riches of your earth. 

All: Lord, help us to bring peace to your world. 

Helper 6 places a jug of water on the map to symbolise those who cannot find safe water to drink. 

Voice 6: We pray for those who are thirsty, for all who long for safe water to drink. Help those who work to bring clean, safe water to the people and be with those who go without. 

All: Lord, help us to bring peace to your world. 

Growing seeds of peace

During the final prayer below, invite the children to come and plant their mustard seeds in the prepared pot/tub. 

(Arrange a watering rota over the next few weeks so that each child has a chance to care for the growing seeds and to think about refugees as they struggle to grow the food that they need to eat.) 

All: Dear Lord, 

Help us to sow seeds of peace, to care for the sick, to make friends with the lonely, to listen to the sad. 

