Turning the world upside down

Key Stage 1/2 school assembly focusing on refugees 

Turning the world upside down

· Preparation 

· Opening hymn 

· Reading 

· Drama 

· Rap performance 

· Final hymn 

Preparation and suggested classroom activities 

· Read through the psalm with the class who will read it out. 

· Ask them to draw pictures to go with each verse, which can be held up during the assembly. Practise the drama, find out more about Guatemala and/or refugees. 

· Practise the rap poem/prayer, and the song, “Turning the world upside down” (Hymns Old & New, 403). 

· Encourage the children to write their own poem or prayer about turning the world upside down. 

· Drawing – draw the world as it is today, and the world as God wants it to be. 

· Discuss the meaning of Lent, explaining how it can be a time to change. 

Welcome 

Opening hymn: Come, Lord Jesus, come. Hymns Old & New, 104 

Reading: (Psalm 146, adapted) 

(Use a different reader for each verse, if you have time to work on the psalm before the assembly you may have pictures to display with each verse). 

Praise God my soul! 

I will praise God all my life 

I will make music to God as long as I live. 

God helps us 

Our hope is in God 

Who made heaven and earth 

The sea and everything in it 

God is loyal 

God is just 

God gives food to the hungry 

God sets prisoners free 

God gives sight to the blind 

And comforts all who are unhappy 

God protects the stranger, 

The orphan and the widow 

God reigns for ever! 

Leader: Does the world we live in today look like God’s world? Let’s have a look. 

Drama 

The scene is a refugee camp in Guatemala, Central America. Houses are made of sacking stretched over poles. Water is carried in buckets, light comes from candles, babies are crying. 

Guatemalan people wear very brightly coloured clothes. Victoria (Mum) and Roberto (Dad) are sitting in their house. They have three small children, Maria, Gustavo and Juan and a baby, Elena. They are being filmed for a TV documentary. 

TV reporter: Hello from Channel W television. Today we’re in Guatemala, which is very near Mexico where we were last week. We will be meeting a family who had to leave their homes because of war, and start their lives all over again. Victoria, can you tell us what it was like? 

Mum: It’s been a long time since we had to run away from our homes. I was so frightened – soldiers came to my house and told me to leave straight away. Roberto saw them coming and ran to hide in the fields. 

Dad: Yes, I was really happy when we finally reached this camp. Of course it’s not like home, but we are safe at last. 

Maria: Mummy, Elena’s crying again. 

Mum: All right, Maria. I’ll go and see what’s wrong. 

Juan: I don’t think the baby’s well, Mum. She looks really hot. 

Gustavo: Yes, she’s sweating and crying a lot. 

TV reporter: Why don’t you call a doctor? 

Mum: There’s no doctor here, and no hospital. What am I going to do? I don’t know what’s the matter with baby Elena. What can I do? 

Dad: Don’t worry, I’ll go and fetch Sebastian. He used to work in a hospital. 

Scene 2 

Sebastian (holding the baby): I think she’ll be all right. She just needs some cool clean water. 

Mum: Gustavo! Maria! Run and fetch some clean water. Bring two buckets full, and don’t spill any on the way back. 

Gustavo: Oh Mum! Why can’t Dad go? It’s too far, and the buckets are really heavy. 

Mum: Stop moaning. Your little sister’s not very well. You can run faster than Dad, hurry up, hurry up please. 

Gustavo: Sorry, Mum. I’ll go. Juan! Maria! Come and help me. 

Scene 3 (much later) 

Dad: Thank goodness! The baby’s better at last. I can go and help finish building the school now. I’ve missed a few days work. 

TV reporter: What do you mean, build the school? Isn’t there one here already? 

Dad: No, since we arrived we have had to build our own houses, build a school and look for somewhere to fetch clean water. It’s been hard to find enough food as well. 

Mum: Every day we all collect all the food we have and share it out so that all the children can have at least one meal a day. 

TV reporter: You have had to work hard, haven’t you? 

Dad: Yes, we have. But we’ve all worked together. Now we have a school, and the children are not hungry because we’re growing our own food. Soon we’ll be able to have maize and beans, just like home. 

Mum: Every day we pray for peace, and a new beginning for our family. 

Leader: Let’s think back for a minute about the psalm we heard at the beginning. Can you remember some of the words? 

God is loyal 

God is just 

God gives food to the hungry 

God sets prisoners free 

God gives sight to the blind 

And comforts all who are unhappy 

God protects the stranger, 

The orphan and the widow 

How is God going to do all this for the people in the play we just saw? Or for anybody else who is hungry, or unhappy or lonely? 

Do you know how? – WE have to help God. Let us pray for a few minutes in silence for the courage to be different, for the strength to change the world. 

Rap perfomance 

Two children or one child and a class perform this rhyme like a rap. They will need to practice so the response can come quite quickly. 

1: People are hungry 

2: They’re going to have food 

1: Those who are thirsty 

2: Get something to drink 

1: People are lonely 

2: They find a friend 

1: Those who are sad 

2: Start to smile 

1: What are we doing? 

2: We’re turning the world upside down. 

Leader: This Lent is a time to look at the world, and at our own lives and think about ways things could be better. 

Let’s light a candle and pray that we may be brave enough to change the world - so that every day it is a little bit more like the world God wants. (Leave a few minutes silence). 

Final hymn: Turning the world upside down (Hymns Old & New, 403) 
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