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Assembly on Colombia: KS1


Colombia - Journey for peace

Primary school assembly focusing on peace and the ongoing war in Colombia

Preparation: 

Find out about the situation in Colombia and other countries at war. Ask children to write a prayer for peace.

Ask each class to make a banner with the name of a country at war (including civil war) on it. Invite one class to prepare the drama.

Leader: Today in our assembly we are going to visit a country called Colombia, in South America. Imagine what it is like. It is very beautiful. It has huge mountains and rushing rivers.

It has large cities, like the capital city Bogota and little villages like the one we are going to visit today.

Drama

[The scene is a village in Colombia, Latin America. People are going about their daily lives e.g. feeding the pigs and chickens, watering the tomatoes, going to market, meeting their friends in the street. A priest is talking to some of the villagers, a group of children, women and men.]

Fr Luis: Don’t forget we are going to do that special Way of the Cross tomorrow. I hope everyone is ready.

Juan: Oh yes, we’ve been planning and talking about this for weeks.

Anna: Daddy, Daddy, what are you talking about?

Juan: You know Anna. Tomorrow we are going to have a procession through the village, and we are all going to pray for peace in our country, Colombia. Our procession will be a journey for peace.

Fr Luis: War is a terrible thing, Anna. Thousands of innocent people have been killed and injured.

Miriam: Yes, Anna. Remember your cousin Andres, he was very badly hurt last year. He’s only just getting better now.

Anna: I know, I remember. I’ve written a special prayer for tomorrow. Some of my friends have written prayers too.

Juan: Come on Anna. Time to go to school. Goodbye Fr Luis. See you tomorrow.

[Next day

A crowd is gathered in the village square. They are all dressed in their best clothes. A procession makes its way towards them, led by a huge cross.

People are carrying flowers and little crosses that they have made themselves. Everything goes quiet as the procession stops. Everyone bows his or her head.]

Anna: On this glorious day I want to say to all my friends that the most beautiful gift we can receive from God is peace. Everyone in the world has a dream. Mine is that Colombia may be a place of love and peace.

Villagers: Amen.

Leader: Colombia is a beautiful country, but there has been a terrible war there for many years, with some Colombians fighting other Colombians.

Thousands of people have been killed or injured like Anna’s cousin Andres.

But the Colombian people are praying very hard and trying to bring peace to their country. Let’s join them today in prayer and remember too all the other countries in the world where there is war and violence.

[One child from each class brings up a banner with the name of a country on it, drapes the banner over the large cross and says: “We pray for peace in (e.g.) Sri Lanka”; “We pray for peace in (e.g.) Macedonia” and all the children say: “We pray for peace”.

As the banner is hung over the cross, a second child holds a candle for peace as a focus and a third child puts a sticker on a world map to show everyone where that country is.

When all the banners have been hung, invite those children who have written prayers for peace to say them.]

Reading

Seeing the crowds, Jesus went onto the mountain. He began to speak. This is what he taught… Blessed are those who mourn: they shall be comforted… Blessed are the merciful: for they shall have mercy shown them… Blessed are the peacemakers: they shall be recognised as children of God. (Matthew 5:1-9 adapted).

Leader: Jesus tells us that we must try to bring peace. How can we do this?

Ask the children. If necessary give examples: e.g. try to solve problems without violence, act fairly so people don’t feel cheated or exploited.

After the discussion or talk the leader invites the children to be quiet and still and to feel the peace in their own hearts. After a few moments of stillness:

Leader: Let us pray.

Jesus, friend and companion

Help us to show by the way we live,

That peace is possible.

All: We pray for peace.

Leader: Give us the strength and courage

To confront evil and believe in love.

All: We believe in love.

Leader: Jesus, our friend, we pray for hope

And we believe in a better world.

All: Amen

Final hymn: Make me a channel of your peace.
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