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Tumelong - an assembly about Thulani: KS2

Key Stage 2 assembly celebrating a day in the life of Thulani, a South African boy affected by AIDS, who attends the Tumelong Project. 

Instructions 

· You can help the children make a prayer cloth illustrating a day in the life of Thulani to be used as a focus for prayer or as an altar frontal. 

· Make a helping-hand chain from cut-outs of each child’s hand to show how joining our hands, both in prayer and in action, can make a difference to the lives of children all over the world. Each child can write their own prayer on the cut-out of their hand, or say what action they wish to take to be a good neighbour. 

Split this introduction between different readers: 

Good morning everyone. Today is CAFOD Fast Day, when our prayers and actions support people in the developing world. 

Many children in different parts of the world have lost their mums and dads due to illness. Sometimes these children are looked after by their grandparents or other relatives. 

We want to tell you about a boy called Thulani who lives in South Africa. His mum died when he was three. He’s lucky that he and his brother Zandile* can live with their grandparents, even if they are quite old and get a bit tired sometimes! 

Listen to their story and find out how a project called Tumelong is changing all their lives for the better. 

Assembly 

Zandile (Za): Penalty, Penalty! You tripped me up! That’s definitely mine, Thulani! 

Thulani (Th): No way, you’re joking, you fell! 

Za: Listen you, I’m eight and I’m right, gottit? 

Th: Well I’m six and I’m right too. And I’m fed up that you always beat me at football... 

Za (laughing): Not my fault you’re rubbish, is it? 

Grandma: Boys! What do you think you’re doing? They can hear you as far as Cape Town! There’s not enough time for all of this now. Let’s get your stuff ready, it’s time for school. The bus will be here in a minute. 

Th: I just feel like playing here today Grandma, please? 

Grandma: Forget it! I need my peace and quiet you know. And what about Grandpa? He needs time to sit and work out another excuse for not building an extra room for us all! 

Grandpa enters 

Grandpa: Do I hear my name? 

Grandma: Nothing dearest ... although you have been promising to build that new room ever since the boys’ mother died and it’s getting pretty squashed in our house. 

Grandpa: Yes, I know. Still, I’ll need to get some wood for it first, won’t I? 

Th: Grandpa, if I stay home today, I’ll play for a bit and then I could help you out. 

Grandpa (laughing): I know your game! Anyway what’s wrong with Tumelong? I thought you enjoyed it there? 

Th: I do... 

Grandpa: Well then, what’s your problem? You’re lucky to be going there, all that drawing and singing and playing in the sun. I think it sounds a pretty good time ... and besides, me and your Grandma need our rest from you two, don’t we Joyce? 

Grandma: We certainly do, I’m exhausted from listening to all the howling and it’s only 7am! 

Th: It’s the bus I don’t like too much. Well, it’s OK... I get to see my mates and we play games on it but it keeps on breaking down. We were late twice last week... 

Za: We nearly missed the first lesson about reading and writing last Wednesday. 

Grandpa: Well, I reckon you are still lucky! Anyway you can finish off your game of football when you have playtime. Who is winning by the way? 

Th and Za: ME! 

Grandma: Don’t ask! Ahh... Come on, it’s the Tumelong bus! 

Grandma and Grandpa wave the children off. 

Grandma: Their mother would be proud to see them now. I still miss her you know. 

Grandpa: She was a special daughter. And they are special grandkids really. 

Grandma: Even if they do shout the neighbourhood down! 

Scene Two: Tumelong 

Bridget: Come on everyone, eleven o’clock, Story Time! 

Thulani: But Miss! My team’s winning. You see... 

Bridget: (laughing) There’ll be plenty of time for more play after lunch. Now come on, you’re the last – as usual! 

Thulani: Teachers! (Rubbing his tummy) Actually I am a bit hungry, Miss. When’s it lunchtime? Are we having what we had yesterday, that was great! 

Bridget: Well, you’ll see what you’re getting today but I think there might be rice ... and plenty of fresh vegetables. That should help you score more goals! 

Zandile: He needs all the help he can get! 

Chorus of children: (sitting by Bridget) Come on Thulani, we want the story! 

Bridget: (Turning to the audience) At Tumelong my class can play and have fun. It’s a special school for children that have lost their mummies and daddies because of disease. It’s a great place to be, even if the bus does break down on the way! 

Prayer 
Dear Lord, 

We pray for the Tumelong Centre 

and for all the children who receive its care. 

We ask your blessing on its work 

and on the families of its children. 

Grant us loving hearts and understanding minds 

this CAFOD Fast Day 

We ask this in your name. 

Amen. 

Bible reading: The Good Samaritan from St Luke’s Gospel. (Luke 10:25-37) 

Hymn: When I needed a neighbour 

Biddings: Ask the children to write appropriate biddings highlighting similarities between themselves and Thulani and also how we can all help make the world a fairer place. A candle could be lit after each bidding. 

End with: We pray for the people who are being helped by CAFOD. CAFOD helps some of the world’s poorest people to help themselves. The work we are doing for CAFOD here in school will help people who are unwell or need a new school or have been left without parents. We can play our part in helping each other today. 

All: Lord, help us to walk in their shoes. 

* Footnote: Thulani's and Zandile's names have been changed and we have not shown their picture here in order to protect their identity in a country where stigma against HIV/AIDS causes discrimination and ostracism. 
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