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Wealth and Poverty: KS3, KS4

Secondary school assembly focusing on the gap between the rich and poor.

Opening hymn: Turning the world upside down
Mary is on stage, dressed as she would be for a traditional nativity play – to make her recognisable to everybody.

Reading: Luke 1:46-53

And Mary said:

My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord

And my spirit rejoices in God my saviour…

From now onwards

All generations will call me blessed

For the Almighty has done great things for me…

He has used the power of his arm,

He has routed the arrogant of heart.

He has pulled down princes from their thrones

And raised high the lowly.

He has filled the starving with good things,

Sent the rich away empty.

Politician (barges in, dressed in power suit): Excuse me, excuse me! I don’t think you can do that.

Mary: What?

Politician: Pull the princes down from their thrones, send the rich away empty. What are you talking about? I don’t think Middle England will stand for that you know. I’ve got my voters to think about… the next election… I’m just getting used to being an MP and you’re on about turning everything upside down!

Mary: What about filling the starving with good things?

Politician: Well, where are we going to get the money from to feed them? Anyway, nobody goes hungry in this country, and if they live abroad what’s it got to do with us?

Mary: It might be worth you checking out a few facts, but I’m talking about looking at the world from a different point of view.

Politician: Well, (soothingly) of course, of course… but you still can’t just go turning the world upside down. It’s always been the same. People like their little luxuries, the second car, the digital TV, the safari in Kenya.

Crowd (muttering): mmm, yeah, yeah, exactly…

Mary: Look guys, just let me give you a few figures… (whips out calculator). Just imagine if the world were a village with 1,000 people living there. How many do you think would have a car?

Politician: Well, most people have got a car haven’t they? It’s a basic necessity. Of course, the opposition would like to tax…

Mary: Never mind the politics… if the world were a village with 1,000 people only 70 would have a car. Only one would have a computer. Over 300 wouldn’t have any clean drinking water…

Politician: All right, all right, I get the point. But that’s how the world is. It’s natural. Some people are poor, some people are rich – you can’t change that.

Mary: 500 would never have used a telephone, 335 wouldn’t be able to read and write, only one would have gone to university…

Politician: All right, all right… but I don’t see what you want me to do about it. It’s been like that for hundreds of years!

Mary: I’ve told you what I think. You’ve been reading it in your bible, singing it in your churches... I get really bored with those songs by the way – especially when you think singing is all you have to do! Why can’t you get on and change something. Stop reading it like the holy book with the nice stories, and get real!

Politician: I can’t do that! What about my image? Anyway, I just do what the voters want. They voted me in, they could vote me out. There are no votes in changing the world you know, it’s just idealistic… can’t be done… unrealistic… naïve… you know how it is …

Mary (turns to crowd – and faces assembly): I still believe change is possible:

“My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord

And my spirit rejoices in God my saviour…

From now onwards

All generations will call me blessed

For the Almighty has done great things for me…

He has used the power of his arm,

He has routed the arrogant of heart.

He has pulled down princes from their thrones

And raised high the lowly.

He has filled the starving with good things,

Sent the rich away empty.”

What do you think?

Prayers

We pray for all those with the courage to think differently, the strength to turn the world upside down. We pray that we may be inspired, like them, into action.

We pray for those in government, and those in positions of power and leadership. May they always seek the good of all.

We pray for the wealthy, that they may always remember what the world looks like the other way up - from the point of view of those living in poverty - and act accordingly.

We pray for ourselves, that we may not be satisfied with apathy, or be passive and afraid of change. Grant us the courage to challenge what is unjust.

Final hymn: Magnificat (any version known to the school).
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