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Key Stage 4 Assembly on the Millennium Development Goals

Note to Teacher:

Select sections from the following to produce a liturgy or assembly to help your own class reflect on the MDGs in a faith context and present it to others.

You will need:

· A focus to help reflection, (colourful drape, symbols to represent each Goal)

· CD of international music

· The MDG poster- contact schools@cafod.org.uk for a copy

· The final prayer on an acetate or powerpoint slide

Introduction

Leader: Welcome to our liturgy on the Millennium Development Goals - goals decided by world leaders at the United Nations Summit in 2000.

Intended to be achieved by 2015, they address the unfair distribution of the world’s resources, which causes suffering to millions of people.

The eight Goals are:

Readers 1-8: (Each reads out one goal, 'Goal One:...,etc.)

Leader: We reflect on why the Goals are so important and on our commitment to work for a more just world.

Reading

Reader 9: Let us listen to Jesus proclaiming his mission to the poor. (Read Luke 4: 17b-19).

Sketch

Reader 10: 'Good news to the poor’! What is that supposed to mean?

Reader 11: I guess Jesus was telling them that things can change for the better.

Reader 12: Yes, but they haven’t, have they? Jesus said those words over 2,000 years ago and the world is still a mess! More than a billion people struggle to survive on less than a dollar a day.

Reader 13: More than a billion people don’t even have safe drinking water.

Reader 14: Yes, and over one hundred million children don’t attend school.

Reader 15: And our part of the world eats half of the world’s food.

Reader 16: I think Jesus was wasting his time talking to people about good news for the poor, and the rest of it. Nobody listened! They’ve really messed up our world.

Reader 11: What do you mean, - ‘They’? What about you? What are you doing?

Reader 16: Oh, come on! You can’t blame the state of the world on me! What can I do; I’m only one person?

Reader 11: ‘I’m only one person?’. If we all said that, nothing would ever happen!

Reader 12: So, what can we do?

Reader 17: Loads of things! The world leaders have said they’ll work to achieve these eight Goals to combat world poverty by 2015. You could help to make that happen.

Reader 13: How can we do that?

Reader 17: You could write to government ministers holding them to account. Ask about how much the UK’s aid budget will be increased to help achieve the Goals.

Reader 11: Changes in your lifestyle can help to lift people out of poverty too. You could buy fairly traded chocolate so that a decent wage is given to the people who produce it.

Reader 15: Will that really make a difference?

Reader 11: Yes, especially if you tell your friends and get them to join in.

Reader 14: I suppose, if we tried, we could all be ‘good news to the poor’.

Reader 11: That’s the challenge!

Reflection

Leader: Let us reflect. How does my lifestyle affect others around the world? Do I have more than my fair share? Do I want my life to be good news to the poor? (A minute of silence or quiet music)

Psalm

Reader 18: Let us pray Psalm 72 that God will bring justice to the poor.

Response: God, give justice to your people. (Repeat).

(Read, verses 3-4; vv 12-13; and vv 18-19.)

Action

Reader 19: We invite everyone to sign a commitment to support the Goals by….

1. Finding out more and telling others

[ Read the MDG Factsheet. Make a display explaining the MDG's in your church or school corridor]

2. Campaigninh with CAFOD for Trade Justice

[ see www.cafod.org.uk/campaign ]

3. Wealth sharing

[ Buy Fairtrade products - see www.fairtrade.org.uk]

4. Making a commitment

[ Design a statement of your intention to support the goals in specific ways and put it in a prominent place in your school.]

Final Prayer

Leader: We pray together for a fairer world for all, as we say:

All: We dare to imagine a world where hunger has no chance to show its face.

We dare to dream of a world where war and terror are afraid to leave their mark.

We long to believe in a world of hope unchained and lives unfettered.

We dare to share in the creation of a world where your people break free.

Dare we open our own minds to difference?

Dare we open our own lives to change?

Your kingdom come, O God.

Your will be done.

Amen.

Concluding Hymn
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