Kevin lives in Peru KS1, KS2

Kevin Mulatillo (front) and family 

Downloadable photos and an interactive worksheettelling the story of Kevin, who lives on the outskirts of Lima, Peru, with his parents and older brother 

Kevin Mulatillo, aged seven, lives in the shanty town of San Martin de Porres on the outskirts of Lima. His mother Rosa and father Luis used to live in San Juan de Lurigancho. Kevin has an older brother Elvis, aged 12. 

San Martin de Porres was once agricultural land where potatoes were grown. Now the city has spread out. In the 1970s the land was divided and everyone was given their own piece of land. 

Kevin and Elvis like playing football, cards and going to the internet café. Sometimes they go to the market with their mum to buy food. 

The family eats three times a day. For breakfast they have oats, bread, eggs or meat. For lunch they have rice and chicken or sometimes fish. For dinner they have tea, bread, butter and honey. 

Photo captions:

1: Kevin's family 
2: Kevin on his father's motorbike outside the house 
3: Washing for school 
4: Helping in the kitchen 
5: Kevin and guinea pig 
6: Doing homework 
7: Playing outside 
8: Luis with cart 
9: Making chocolates 
10: Solidaridad tapestry 
11: Rickshaw 
12: Rich Lima 
13: Market in San Martin
14: Walking back from market 

	Suggested activities: 

Activity 1: Speaking and listening – At circle time show a selection of the photocards. Invite the children to describe what they can see and what they think the people in the pictures are feeling. 

Activity 2: Give the photocards to a small group. Ask them to put together those that look similar and to explain their choices. Discuss similarities and differences. 

Activity 3: Give one photograph to each pair of children. Place it on a large sheet of paper and ask the children to draw what they think lies around the picture. Encourage them to talk and discuss their ideas and reasons for them. 

Activity 4: Give one photograph to each pair of children. Write some labelling words on the board. Ask the children to label their photograph. Help them to write a sentence underneath or in a speech bubble about what the person in the picture may be saying or thinking. (Use hot seating or freeze-frame). 

Activity 5: Ask children to find out about work, transport, food, water, games, houses and school and to make a table to show their findings. Discuss what they have learnt. 

Activity 6: To different groups, give out photocards relating either to work, housing, food, games or school. Ask them to compare the topic they have been given in different parts of Peru. Can they suggest reasons for the differences? What are the differences compared with their own lives? 

Activity 7: Ask the children to recreate the story using a storyboard of pictures and captions. 

Activity 8: Ask the children to write a diary of one day in Kevin’s life. 

Activity 9: Working in a group, ask children to recreate a day in the life of Kevin as a role play. 

Activity 10: Ask children to imagine they have just been to visit San Martin de Porres, and to write a persuasive letter to international leaders highlighting what is fair and unfair and what should be done about the situation for people living there. 


