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Trade assembly for KS3 & KS4


Trade assembly KS3 & KS4
An assembly showing how international trade rules affect trade in developing countries. This is one of the themes of the Make Poverty History campaign. 

Instructions:

1. Print out and photocopy for the class 

2. Highlight each child’s part with a marker pen 

3. Explore with the children some of the effects of international trade rules by using other resources linked to these pages 

4. Rehearse and perform the assembly 

Props:

· Three students should look rich; paper "designer labels" could be stuck on school uniform 

· Bank notes (Monopoly or real) 

· Bag of cocoa beans 

· Bag of chocolate bars 

Part 1: Setting the scene

Leader: In today’s assembly we will see how trade could help people in developing countries out of poverty, but doesn’t because of the way the international trade rules work.
Reader: Pope John Paul II says: “It is not just a question of giving what we have left over to those in need, but of helping entire countries who are excluded to have the chance of economic and human development. For this to happen we need a change of lifestyles, of models of production and consumption and of the established structures of power which today govern societies.” 
Message for World Day of Peace 2001, adapted
1. Opening tableau
Three people stand to one side of the stage, a big crowd mills around at the other side. The three should look rich and wave bank notes around.

Narrator: The world’s three richest billionaires have got more money between them than the world’s 48 poorest countries put together.
Rich three look pleased with themselves. Big crowd looks shocked.

Part 2: Gloria’s business advice

Kwasi steps out of the crowd. Gloria, one of the rich three, joins him.

Kwasi (from Ghana): So, Gloria, just the one question - how come you’ve got so much money and I’ve only just got enough to eat?
Gloria (from Texas): Well, what I’ve heard is that you’re really lazy, like all poor people, whereas I work hard for my money.
Kwasi: You’ve got to be joking! I’m in those fields every day from dawn to dusk digging and planting – I work so hard I’m exhausted.
Gloria: So what do you do with all the stuff you grow?
Kwasi: Eat it, obviously.
Gloria: There’s your problem in a nutshell then. You should be selling it for export. You’d make loads more money then.
Kwasi: Yeah, but who wants to buy millet and maize?
Gloria: You people are so slow sometimes! Get out there and grow cashew nuts, or flowers, or cocoa beans for chocolate or something people actually need in the real world… Hey, are you trying to get business advice for free or what? My time is very expensive you know.
Part 3: Kwasi at the EU border 
(in three scenes) 

Scene One

Kwasi (carrying bag of cocoa beans): My business adviser told me that cocoa beans sell well in Europe.
Customs officer: Well, that may well be true sir, but not those beans you’ve got there. I don’t think you’ve reached the required standards. It’s the rules, no way are they coming in.

Scene Two 

Kwasi: My business adviser told me that cocoa beans sell well in Europe. I’ve invested a lot of money in this trade and I’ve met the right standards this time.

Customs officer: Mmm, well it looks as though you have met the standards, but I’m going to have to charge you a reasonable fee before I let these beans in. It’s called a tariff. It’s the rules you know.
Kwasi: How much? How much? It was hardly worth growing them! I’m not going to get much for them on the market and it’s already cost me to buy the trees, pay the workers, hire the lorries, pay my adviser…
Scene Three

Kwasi (carrying chocolate bars): My business adviser told me that chocolate sells even better than cocoa beans in Europe.
Customs officer: Well, I’m sorry, sir, but you need a new adviser. The tariff I’m going to charge you to bring that chocolate in is much higher than the fee to bring the beans in. We have to protect our industries and maintain our standard of living. It’s the rules you know.
Part Four: Kwasi reports to Gloria

Gloria: So how did it go Kwasi? Just how rich are you now?
Kwasi: Gloria, I’m worse off than ever. Now I haven’t got anything to eat. I’ve spent all my savings and I can’t eat cocoa beans! It just seems like there’s all these rules stacked up against me. You told me to trade to make money and get a better standard of living, but all the rich countries are interested in is paying as little as possible for anything I grow and making up rules to suit themselves.
Gloria: It’s just the way of the world Kwasi. The rich get rich and the poor get poorer. There’s nothing you can do about it. Now, where’s my fee?
Kwasi: But it’s not fair. There must be something we can do.
Leader: 
God of compassion and justice,
I see him now,
Torn shirt, no shoes,
My brother.
Hungry, he touches my heart
And I want to understand,
To share his life, his laugh, his dance.
I am the one who eats the food he grows
I know our lives and hopes are linked.
God of compassion and justice,
May your harvest be more fairly shared,
And may such hunger change my heart.
Amen.
Leader: If you think it looks like trade rules are not working fairly there is something you can do. You can be part of CAFOD’s trade campaign right from the start. Find out more from (name) and have a look at the information in (place). Find out how you can help change the rules and make sure people like Kwasi get a fair deal.
Assembly © Linda Jones

Visit http://www.cafod.org.uk/schools
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