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Assembly on the environment for KS1 & KS2


Environment: KS1 & KS2

Assembly on the environment for Key Stage 1 & 2, focused on growing plants and food.
Instructions 

· All the children should have planted a seed that they bring with them in a small pot, e.g. mustard and cress. 

· Pupils could also be asked to write a prayer of their own about care for the environment.

· A group will have prepared the mime or dance to accompany Psalm 104.

· A different group will have prepared the drama about the Ethiopian school clubs.

Props:

Large cloth

Watering can

Plants and food

Globe/map of the world

Opening song: O Lord all the world belongs to you (Hymns Old & New 403), or Laudato Sii, o mi signore (Hymns Old & New 294)

Reading and mime:

three readers (a, b, c) and group of children to mime or dance 

(A few suggestions are given in italics, but children will be able to think of their own ideas for mimes. It would also be possible to play music quietly throughout).

a. Lord our God, you stretch out the heavens like a tent, (spread out large cloth)

Build your palace on the waters above,

b. Making the clouds your chariot, (blow like the wind, or gallop in a chariot)

Gliding on the wings of the wind,

c. Appointing the winds your messengers,

Flames of fire your servants. 

a. From your high halls you water the mountains, (hold out a watering can)

Satisfying the earth with the fruit of your works;

b. For cattle you make the grass grow,

And for people the plants they need (put plants and food on table)

To bring forth food from the earth.

a. The earth is full of your creatures.

They all depend on you,

To feed them when they need it. (feeding animals)

b. You provide the food they gather,

Your open hand gives them their fill. (hold out hands)

c. Send out your breath and life begins;

You renew the face of the earth. (globe/map of world)

Psalm 104; adapted extracts

Reflection on the environment

Leader: Before you came to this assembly you all planted a seed, which you have brought with you. Let’s sit quietly for a few moments and look at the earth that the seed will grow in. The seed needs sunlight, earth and water. It also needs care. You will have to make sure it doesn’t get too soggy, or too dry. You will be able to watch as it grows into a plant. (Leave a few moments silence)

Reader: Thank you God for the plants and animals. 

All: Thank you God.

Reader: Thank you for clean water and fresh air.

All: Thank you God.

Reader: Thank you for the earth and for the warm sunshine that helps things grow.

All: Thank you God.

Hymn: All creation bless the Lord (Hymns Old & New 9)

Drama:

Leader: In some parts of Ethiopia there are children who don’t get enough to eat. 

Classroom scene (these words are from interviews with Ethiopian children)
Pupil: We have plots for different vegetables, but we haven’t got enough seeds and tools. In this club we learn how to prepare the earth and how to plant and care for the vegetables so that we can do it at home. Boys and girls work together and learn together.

Mumasufiam: Yes, I like working in the garden. I’m growing peas, cabbage, potatoes and tomatoes. We share them out when they are ready and take them home to our families. We tell the other children in school about the use of vegetables. We tell them how to grow and cook them and why they’re important. We have songs and poems and drama.

Fami: I am also growing vegetables at home, helping my mother with the garden.

Mumasufiam: We have started cultivating at home as well. I have prepared a new plot at home. My mother and father are very happy about the new things I am learning. We understand now that vegetables help our health and make our bodies strong.

Fami: We also want to create a park for our school. If we plant trees we will be able to build houses and furniture in the future.

Enimumi: When a tree grows it gives us shade.

Murat: If we look at the roads here we can see how they are lined with trees and how the tree roots stop the earth from being washed away.

Pupil: Would you like to hear the words of a special song we sing? It helps us remember why vegetables are so important.

All actors: 

Vegetables are important for our health

Vegetables put energy into our bodies

Vegetables are important in protecting us from disease

Prayers

Reader 1: We praise you God, for the beauty of the earth, for the animals and plants. We thank you for all you have given us.

All: Teach us to share what we have with others.

Reader 2: We are sorry for the times we have not cared enough about your creation, the earth. We have wasted what you have given us. Sometimes we have been greedy and taken more than we really needed.

All: Teach us to share what we have with others.

Reader 3: We remember today all the children of Ethiopia. We pray that the time will come when everyone in the world will have enough to eat. 

All: Teach us to share what we have with others.

(Children could be invited to read one of their prayers; you will probably want to choose a few beforehand)

Hymn: Sent by the Lord am I (Celebrating One World, CAFOD), or O the word of my Lord (Hymns Old & New 431)
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