Tsunami Disaster - Assembly for secondary schools


You will need:

· Six readers

· The acetate enclosed with this assembly, and an overhead projector (or scan the image and use with a powerpoint projector)

· Large world map

· Optional: Video clip from a news report, or pages from the BBC News website

· Optional: Symbols for bidding prayers (see below)

· Optional: Reflective music

Introduction

Reader 1: On 26 December a powerful earthquake measuring over 9.0 on the Richter scale caused a massive landslide beneath the Indian Ocean. (Indicate on the map). This triggered tsunami waves, giant waves that travel at a speed of over 400mph, over hundreds of miles, crashing against the coasts of South and South-East Asia, and even as far as Somalia in Africa. Many thousands lost their lives. Those who survived saw their family members, homes and livelihoods swept into the ocean under walls of water.

Optional: Insert video clip/web pages here

This assembly tells the story of some of those affected by the tsunami. Due to the phenomenal scale of the disaster CAFOD and Mission Together have joined forces to launch an appeal to schools. This assembly shows how Mission Together and CAFOD are helping and how you can help too.

Project acetate here

Reader 2: In India, Tamil Nadu was the worst affected state. This is what Father John Noronha, Director of Caritas India, said:

Reader 3: "Tamil Nadu bore the brunt of the waves that rose 30 to 40 feet… Many fishing villages were submerged in seawater. Most of the dead or missing are believed to be fishermen and their families living in shacks along the shore. Indian fishermen traditionally go out to sea at night and return early in the morning.”

Reader 2: In Sri Lanka the tsunami struck the North, North-Eastern, South and South Western coasts early in the morning, when fishermen were coming inland and people were waking up. Mr Theiva, from CAFOD’s partner Caritas Sri Lanka, was spending Christmas with his family and their house was almost submerged in the waves. The family had to climb up on the roof and stay there for four hours. 

Reader 4: "I thought my end had come. Now my family are in the refugee centres and in relatives’ houses. Everything was lost within hours. It is unbelievable." 

Reader 2: Andre Sugijopranoto of the Jesuit Refugee Service in Indonesia describes the situation in Banda Aceh.

Reader 5: “People who lived close to the river and the sea could see water coming already five minutes after the earthquake. That is why they could not save themselves… 

Right now there are many traumatised people. People scream, ‘Water, water’, while running. But there is no water. We can see people eating quietly next to dead bodies that are rotten and smelly. Many people cry hysterically. People come to the health station although they are not sick. Children have lost their parents (one child of a doctor slept in the JRS office because his parents are gone). From the Panayung bridge there is not a single tree left. Everything is gone. 

Everything is lacking now. Petrol is lacking. All markets are closed. Medicine is all out. There is no food. 

I am also very sad. My feelings are strong, especially remembering the people in Aceh who have lost everything.”

Facts

Reader 3: Over 150 thousand people were killed by the tsunami.

Reader 4: More than half a million people were injured in six countries across the region.

Reader 5: It is estimated that it will take years to rebuild the towns, villages and communities.
Reader 1: By 2 January, one week after the disaster, the British public had already given £60 million to the Disasters Emergency Appeal. This is an amazing response but even more is needed for long term development and reconstruction. This is why CAFOD and Mission Together are making a special appeal.

CAFOD, through its Caritas partners and other local partners, is helping on the ground in Sri Lanka, Indonesia and India, and in other affected areas. Mission Together is focussing its work on rebuilding schools and homes and the pastoral care of children in orphanages in Sri Lanka.

India 

Reader 2: In India, church organisations including Caritas India have launched massive relief operations in the areas hit by tsunami waves. 

The confirmed death toll is over 11,000 and rising, with thousands unaccounted for and hundreds of thousands left homeless.

Forty camps have been established in one diocese alone. These are in churches, schools, colleges and other public halls. These are catering to around 30,000 uprooted people.  Food, clothes and blankets have been purchased and distributed to those in need.  

A team of doctors has been set up and is providing medical assistance. 

In addition, in Kerala, 136 relief camps have been set up to provide food and shelter to 32,000 people. 
Indonesia
Reader 3: There is a Caritas team in Banda Aceh and another in Medan. Additional Caritas staff with expertise in logistics, food, health, nutrition, water and sanitation are on their way to Indonesia.

Another CAFOD partner, the Jesuit Refugee Service, opened a health station and feeding station in Banda Aceh on 30 December. They are working with another local non-governmental organisation and local volunteers, and have set up a tracing team in Banda Aceh and are visiting displaced people.

Sri Lanka

Reader 4: SEDEC – Caritas Sri Lanka – responded quickly to the tsunami, summoning staff to the national office the morning of 26 December, as well as seeking co-operation from other members of the Caritas International network. SEDEC immediately sent staff to three badly affected areas to assess the situation and see how people’s needs could be addressed. 

The SEDEC teams have been distributing food, drinking water, clothing and medicines to survivors of the tsunami, many of whom have lost everything.
An emergency response team is now operational in Sri Lanka, refugee camps have been set up and teams of doctors have arrived and are in place throughout the affected regions.

How to help

Reader 1: There are many ways that we can help support the aid agencies and the people they are assisting.
Reader 3: Firstly, pray for the traumatised people of the regions and islands affected by the disaster.

Reader 4: Secondly, keep informed via the Internet, news programmes and newspapers. CAFOD’s website will have regular updates.

Reader 5: Thirdly, remember the suffering people, even when media attention dies down. They will still be reconstructing their homes and lives for many months and years to come and will need funds to assist them. 

(You may have your own ideas about how funds could be raised.)

Scripture and reflection

Reader 1: Many of us find it hard to understand why such disasters happen. The writer of the Old Testament book of Lamentations saw his city destroyed and urged his people to cry out to God. May his words and his faith comfort us as we struggle to comprehend this disaster and pray this prayer in solidarity with the people suffering the effects of the tsunami.

(Lamentations 2:19; 3:48-50, 54-59, 21-26.)

Reader 6: Arise, cry out in the night, as the watches of the night begin; 

pour out your heart like water in the presence of the Lord. 

Streams of tears flow from my eyes because my people are destroyed. 

My eyes will flow unceasingly, without relief, 

until the Lord looks down from heaven and sees…

The waters closed over my head, and I thought I was about to be cut off. 

I called on your name, O Lord, from the depths of the pit. 

You heard my plea: "Do not close your ears to my cry for relief." 

You came near when I called you, and you said, "Do not fear." 

O Lord, you took up my case; you redeemed my life. 

You have seen, O Lord, the wrong done to me. Uphold my cause! 

Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope: 

Because of the Lord's great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 

They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 

I say to myself, "The Lord is my portion; therefore I will wait for him." 

The Lord is good to those whose hope is in him, to the one who seeks him. 

It is good to wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord. 

We make this prayer through Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen
Bidding prayers (If you wish, let each reader hold up one appropriate symbol or project an appropriate news cutting as s/he prays)
Reader 1: Let us pray for our sisters and brothers caught up in this disaster. The response is: “God of compassion, hear our prayer.”

Reader 2: We pray for those who lost their lives that God will give them peace. We pray together…

Reader 3: We pray for those who are bereaved and traumatised, as they struggle to rebuild their lives. May they find strength in the knowledge that the world is eager to help. We pray together…

Reader 4: We pray for the aid agencies and volunteers working to assist the suffering people. May they find courage to keep going in the face of so much suffering and wisdom to know how to help. We pray together…

Reader 5: We pray for our political leaders. We pray that they will agree to cancel unpayable debts, increase aid payments and reform the rules of international trade. Then those affected by the tsunami, and all poorer nations, can participate fully and fairly in the global economy. We pray together…

Reader 6: We pray for ourselves that we will remember our sisters and brothers in the months to come. May we continue to support them as they rebuild their lives.

We pray together…

Reader 1: Let us end by praying together the Our Father. “Our Father…”

As the students leave the hall, reflective music could be played.


Mission Together:

Last year Mission Together, the Church’s main mission support agency for children worldwide, sent £115,316 to Sri Lanka to support 45 children’s projects in 11 dioceses. Many of these projects have been destroyed by the tsunami and a huge programme of rebuilding and enormous pastoral support is needed. Your money will enable Mission Together to help Sri Lankan children for as long as is needed.

CAFOD:

CAFOD has so far pledged £2.8 million to help countries hit by the tsunami. The funds CAFOD receives will be used to provide food, clothing, drinking water, shelter and medical assistance as well as more long term support to help people rebuild their lives. The scale of the disaster means that it will take months and years to rebuild devastated communities. Please see our website at www.cafod.org.uk for updates on the situation and the appeal.

Teachers: Please note, this year CAFOD unites with other aid agencies calling on our government to make poverty history. Please watch out for the CAFOD MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY pack sent to your school this month. Throughout 2005 use the resources contained within this pack to help end the poverty that so many in Asia and elsewhere suffer all the time.








