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Assembly on Life in Cambodia for KS3 & KS4


Life in Cambodia: KS3 & KS4

A Key stage 3 & 4 assembly about living life to the full, featuring Cambodia
Instructions:

For this assembly you need a group of pupils able to prepare the drama in advance. They could adapt the drama to their own style. 

Props:

Guidebook (to Cambodia)

Two signs/ banners / some way of identifying a travel agency, a village in Cambodia, and Phnom Penh

Clip-board for reporter

Backpack

Introduction

Leader: There are some very big questions that all of us have to try to answer for ourselves. Like - What is life all about? Why are we here? Jesus said, “I have come that they may have life and have it to the full” (John 10:10) – what does it mean to have life to the full? How should we be living? Can the way we live make any difference?

Reading

It is not enough to conquer hunger or put an end to poverty. Our goal must be to build a world – a world developed to the full, so much so, that all men and women, no matter what their race or creed, can live a truly human life.

(Pope Paul VI)

Leader: Let’s have a look at the way people live – the choices and decisions they make, their needs, hopes and dreams.

Drama: Holiday in Cambodia

Scene: A group of people hanging around outside a travel agency.

David: We went to Ibiza last year. 

Justine: So? 

David: I’m bored – always the same crowd there. Why don’t we go somewhere different?

Andrea: Yes, we should do something different before we go to college in October. It’s our last chance.

Matt: Ok, ok. Let’s have a look. Thailand? Australia? 

David: Hey, look at this – Cambodia.

Justine: Never heard of it.

Andrea: There’s a war going on there isn’t there?

Matt: Can’t be. It’s really close to Vietnam though isn’t it?

David: (reading) land of dreams, fantastic wealth of history, ancient monuments…

Justine: Clubs? Beaches? 

Andrea: Pol Pot, landmines, killing fields…that’s all I know.

Scene switches to Cambodia

Documentary reporter: The streets of Phnom Penh are crowded with bicycles and taxis..[struggles to cross road]. I’m going to a restaurant over there. You can buy a lot of French style food here of course – Cambodia used to be part of French Indo-China. I’m going to meet some backpackers who’ve just got in from Thailand.. [Goes into restaurant and meets group of backpackers] Hi Danny, Sophie, Caro -  can you tell me what you’ve been doing over the last few days?

Backpacker 1: We’ve been to these amazing temples at Angkor – more than a thousand years old.

Backpacker 2: Yeah they were incredible, but my mind just keeps going back to that museum we saw yesterday – the Tuol Sleng museum of genocide. Even the walls scream out at you about the torture and killing that went on there while Pol Pot was in power. I’m never going to be able to forget it. All those photos of people taken before they died…

Backpacker 3: Do you know what I’d really like to see though, is how people are living now. You know, what everyday life is like outside the capital. That’s the sort of thing you never get chance to find out when you’re on holiday.

Scene switches to Cambodian village, outside a school

Documentary reporter: I’ve come to find out what life is like off the tourist track in Cambodia. I’m here in a village in the Kampot region. I’ve come to meet Pouth and Toeu. Pouth’s 14, he lives with his uncle because both his parents are dead. Toeu goes to the same school as Pouth. 

Pouth: I didn’t go to school when I was younger because I had to stay at home and ook after my brothers and sisters. Now I’m going because I want to learn how to read and write. I don’t want people to look down on me. 

Toeu: I want to be a businessman because I can make money and get more rice. I don’t have much free time. My parents let me go to school because it only takes up a little time. 

Pouth: What are you doing all day then? 

Toeu: One of my jobs is to catch fish. And I take care of the animals.

Pouth: I catch fish too, and I draw water and help with the cooking. I don’t have much time to go out with my friends. I like reading in my free time.

Documentary reporter: The Kampot region was completely devastated during the fighting here. School buildings were destroyed, and a lot of people left the area to escape. Now there is peace they are coming back and rebuilding – the first thing they built was a school – a sign of hope for a different future. This is Jordan King, for Channel Seven, Kampot, Cambodia.

Outside the travel agency again

David: I’m going in to find out more – Cambodia sounds like it’s really different.

Andrea: OK, OK – we can have a look, I fancy Australia though.

Justine: I can’t stand all that museum stuff. Why can’t we just go to Ibiza again?

Matt: At this rate it’ll be Blackpool…sort it out.

Leader: Decisions, needs, hopes and dreams. How do we make sure we live life in a truly human way, building a world where everyone, no matter who or where they are, has the chance to fulfil their dreams? 

Our final prayer was written by a Brazilian youth group

Prayer

God of all we pray to you

We are young people, we want to celebrate life!

We cry out against all that kills life

Hunger, poverty, unemployment, sickness, repression,

Individualism, injustice.

We want to announce the fullness of life:

Work, education, health, housing, bread for all.

We want communion, a world renewed.

We hope against hope.

With the Lord of history we want to make all things new.

All: Amen

Assembly ( Linda Jones
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