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One Company, Two Worlds

Both people stand facing the audience. They are unaware of each other and do not react to what each is saying.

1)I work for a major electronics company.

2)I work for a supplier for a major electronics company

1)You probably have a product from our company in your home

2)You probably have a product from that company in your home

1)I’m a Director for Research and Development

2)I work on the production line

1)I work long hours, but its very varied.

2)I work long hours doing the same job day in day out

1)Sometimes twelve or thirteen hours

2)Anything from nine hours to sixteen

1)You’ve got to, to stay on top of your game

2) I’ve got to if I want to keep my job.

1)Sometimes a couple of weeks will go by and I’ve not taken a day off

2)In peak season I’m not allowed a day off for weeks

1)My wife says I live at work at times

2)I live in a dormitory at work, so I don’t have to pay extra for rent

1)I’ve worked for the same company for years

2)I’ve worked for the same company for years

1)I’ve got where I am through sheer hard work. It’s cost me greatly in terms of time and energy

2)I paid an agency to get my job and then more to the factory. After nine months of earning I still owed them money.

1)I do get paid well I must admit, but I do earn my high standard of living

2)My wages never seem to stretch enough to get what my family needs

1)And there are the perks of course – executive lunches on the expense account

2)More than three quarters of our money goes on just providing food for us.

1)Christmas bonuses, extra holidays

2)I’m on a series of short term contracts so I never build up length of service to qualify for any benefits

1)private health care

2)and if I was ill I’d lose my job, and you can only get benefits in my country if you’re in work

1)And it’s good to know I could retire now and still be all right. Of course I wouldn’t. I love the cut and thrust too much

2)I’ll have no pension when I finish work. I don’t know what I’ll do then.

1)I can’t fault the company for the way it treats its staff. It has a real sense of working together, of family even.

2)I work for a sub contractor through an agency, I’m not even sure exactly which company we supply

1)When I was younger I was quite a maverick. I certainly wasn’t scared to stand up for what I deserved. I think that’s when they saw potential in me

2)I’m not sure what my rights are, but then I’d never dare challenge anything. I’d just lose my job

1)Now, although I say it myself, no one could do the job as I do it. That’s the secret of success you see. Make yourself indispensable.

2)If we don’t meet our quotas they tell us they’ll just move the factory to a country that will work harder for less.

1)I often think about the people who enjoy our products. It gives me a sense of pride

2)I often think about the people who use the products

1)I wonder, do they ever stop to think about the people behind them, like me

2)I wonder, do you ever stop to think about me.

This drama was written by Credo Arts to accompany CAFOD’s Clean Up Your Computer Campaign. 
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