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Statement on HIV Prevention & Condoms
CAFOD is part of a world-wide effort to halt the spread of HIV which has already claimed 22 million lives and brought untold catastrophe to millions more.   HIV is one of the biggest threats the world has ever faced to human life, to the livelihood of families and to development in the world’s poorest countries.

CAFOD’s contribution to this effort is significant.  CAFOD works with people of many faiths and none, people from many social backgrounds, those shunned by society and, invariably, the poorest and most vulnerable to HIV.  Over 20 years of working in this field as a Catholic development agency has shown us very clearly that there is no simple solution.

CAFOD’s particular contribution to this effort is to emphasise the importance of both personal behaviour and social change as key to the long-term fight against HIV.  It is important that people understand that abstinence and being faithful to one life-long partner in marriage, when both know they do not have HIV, are the surest ways to avoid infection through sexual activity.  

The use of condoms as an immediate and short-term measure for countering the transmission of HIV is part of many agencies’ HIV prevention programmes. 

It should be made clear that CAFOD does not fund agencies for whom condoms are central to their programmes. The vast majority of CAFOD’s partners are Church partners. All partners, including secular ones, are made aware of our stance, which is that CAFOD neither funds nor advocates the supply, distribution or promotion of condoms. In this CAFOD seeks to exercise a role consistent with its Catholic character.

CAFOD readily recognises that individuals faced with the threat of HIV face moral dilemmas.  CAFOD is committed to providing them with information that is scientifically correct. CAFOD respects a person’s responsibility to make decisions about preventing HIV transmission that are consistent with their religious convictions and based on their knowledge and understanding of the risks of their individual situation.

CAFOD is committed to the eradication of poverty, domestic violence, inequality, the impact of unjust trade rules and the burden of debt as necessary conditions for halting the spread of HIV.   CAFOD is also committed to the provision of adequate health care for those with HIV and the eradication of discrimination against them in work, schooling and housing provision.
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