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Standing Together (with PowerPoint presentation/photographs)
 Primary Assembly 
January 2008


Context

Background information for leader.

Macambol is on the island of Mindanao in the Philippines. The world’s largest mining company BHP Billiton and its local joint venture partner are planning a nickel mine here worth a staggering $22.7 billion. The arrival of mining has created deep division in this formerly close-knit community. Many feel that they have been excluded from decisions, despite Filipino law giving indigenous people the right to decide whether mining takes place on their lands. They say they have been kept in the dark about the proposed mine and are concerned about the damage mining could do to their way of life and to the environment.
Introduction  
Leader

Today we are going to think about our community and why it is important to us.
Invite children to answer the following questions

· What do you think ‘community’ means?

·  What communities do you belong to?
Ask children to think about a current community/school issue

· Why is this issue important to you?

· In what ways are you helping? 
We are now going to meet a boy called Azul and a girl called Ana who live in a community called Macambol in the Philippines. They are going to explain to us why their community is important to them.

Main presentation - Drama
Ana
“Hello everybody. My name is Ana and I am 5 years old. Welcome to the Philippines! Have any of you heard of this country before?” 
(Show map of the Philippines – PowerPoint slide 2)

Azul

“Hi, I’m Azul, and I am 10 years old. Macambol is a beautiful place! Look at the rolling green hills, and the sparkling blue water!
(Show picture of the Island – PowerPoint slide 3)

Macambol is a place of natural beauty, but the land and the water are also very important to our community because we earn money through fishing and farming the land.
We are all very worried because a company are planning to build a mine here, which means they will start digging up our land for material to sell, materials like nickel that is used to make pots and pans for cooking.  They will need to cut down our trees to do this, and there are lots of people in my community who are worried about it. 
We really need more information on the damage it will cause. We are all standing together to support each other whilst this is going on.”
Ana (whisper)

In this building behind me, people from our community are talking together about the digging. Let’s go in to see what’s going on!
· Imagine they have entered the room mid-conversation:

Jose (a farmer)
It is so great to see so many people here today! We are showing support for one another today and our voice is strong when we stand together. We all care a lot for our village. Let’s all talk about what is worrying us so that we can be there for each other in solidarity.
Maria (a teacher) 

“I am a teacher in a school near where the digging will be, and I am so worried about the destruction it might cause. I am angry to think that our next generation of children might not be able to eat mangoes or coconuts because the trees will have been cut down!”

(Show picture of trees – PowerPoint slide 4)

Manu (a fisherman)
“I’m worried about the pollution in the sea caused by digging in the mine. As a fisherman I rely on the beautiful sea around Macambol for the fish that I sell to earn money.”

(Show picture of man with fishing net – PowerPoint slide 5)

Ramon (a teenager)
“Look, I’m 17 years old and want to earn money by working. The mine might bring lots of jobs to Macambol, have you thought of that? I could have regular work! I just need to know more about it. Our community needs to be given more information.”

Joy (a Parent)
 “Yes Ramon, I agree. What will happen to the animals around us when they are digging? The Philippine Eagle is an endangered species! We need to protect the animals that live here!
Let’s hear the voices of our children in the village. Azul and Ana, what do you think about the idea of digging in Macambol?”
Azul
“I care about the water, because when I grow up I want to work as a fisherman. I love to go fishing with my dad. I think the sea will be destroyed if there’s a mine. The sea will be dirty.”
Ana
“I like the village when it rains. I like to play in the trees and I would not like them to be destroyed.”
Jose (a farmer)
“Thanks everybody. The most important thing to do is stand together. Macambol is an important place for all of us. We all want to learn more about the dangers. As a community we can make our voice heard, and support each other. Standing together in solidarity brings us hope, and we will keep asking these questions together, with one voice - our voice.”
Reflection
Leader

We have heard from different people in this community. 

· Do you think what is happening in Macambol is fair?

· What do you think the community are doing to help each other?

Let us take a few moments to think about what we have heard today, the people of this community who are concerned about the damage mining could do to their way of life and to the environment, but finding strength and hope by standing together.

Prayers 

(Show picture of child with candles PowerPoint slide 8)

Children to read out:
We pray that we may hear the voices of the people of Macambol and try to understand their difficulties. Help us to stand together with them as they look for answers.

Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.
We pray for all of the children in Macambol, that they may grow up in a safe and loving environment and that they have all of the opportunities they need to grow and learn.

Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.

We pray for our school and community, and all the places that are important to us. Help us to value them and protect them. 

Lord, hear us. Lord, graciously hear us.
Hymn

Leader

Now as the people of Macambol stand together, and we stand with them in prayer, we will ask our Lord to stand by us all in song:

‘Walk with me o my Lord’ No 582 Hymns Old and New
Additional notes

Children could write messages or draw posters of solidarity and hope for the people in Macambol. Send them to schools@cafod.org.uk or Schools Team, CAFOD, Romero Close, Stockwell Road, London SW9 9TY and we will send them to the communities in support.
See www.cafod.org.uk/shinealight for more information

The assembly theme can be developed to focus on living sustainably and caring for the environment.
See www.cafod.org.uk/primary/climate-environment for more information






Year groups


Reception, Year 1-6


Cross Curricular Themes


RE ‘Here I am’ Communion


Fellowship, social interaction, gathering together, the give/take needed in a community


Citizenship Unit 5 ‘Living in a diverse world’ Exploring communities 


Devise an enquiry into another type of community, communicate feelings about other communities


Equipment needed 


8 readers for the drama (children or staff members) – cut and enlarge text for different readers


PowerPoint presentation showing the village of Macambol – display or print and enlarge the photos


Aims


Address an issue of importance to the community


Recognise how communities are similar, and reflect on a similar situation in our lives


Demonstrate support to those affected





Standing Together PowerPoint images that accompany this assembly: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cafod.org.uk/primary/school-assemblies" ��http://www.cafod.org.uk/primary/school-assemblies� 
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