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H.E. Secretary General Ban Ki Moon
United Nations Headquarters Secretariat
46th Str. & 1st Ave.

New York, NY, 10017

21% August 2009

Dear Secretary General

As faith leaders in our respective jurisdictions, we are writing to express our
strong support for the UN Convention Against Corruption. We call for urgent
action on the agreement of a review mechanism for the Convention, for
immediate adoption at the Conference of the State Parties to be held in Doha in
November this year.

UNCAC’s global reach is unprecedented. Its strength lies in the balance it
achieves between actions needed within a state and those required between
states. The Convention is rightly ambitious in its aims and, as such, expectations
are high as to its potential to reduce corruption both nationally and
internationally.

Corruption is condemned by all religions. As faith leaders we believe there is
a moral imperative to tackle corruption. Our religious teachings commit us to the
pursuit of justice and to stand with those who are economically disempowered
and socially marginalised. Corruption undermines the principles of justice and
equality, eroding value systems, social cohesion and trust.

Corruption and poverty mutually reinforce injustice. Corruption undermines
equitable economic growth and sustainable development. The diversion of public
funds, loss of investment and the reduction in tax revenues hits the poorest and
most vulnerable hardest. Put simply corruption is at the heart of people’s
experience of poverty. For poor communities, corrupt practices constitute an
insurmountable barrier to quality education, affordable healthcare and decent
livelihoods. Corruption steals opportunity and hope.

The success of UNCAC in reducing corruption will hinge on the commitment of
State Parties to fully implement its provisions and the establishment of an
effective review mechanism to monitor implementation. In our view, two
elements essential for a robust and credible review mechanism are
transparency and the participation of civil society.

Firstly, transparency via the publication of reports and recommendations is vital
to ensure that the process is fair and effective. This will also help build support
amongst citizens for country efforts to counter corruption. It is an opportunity to
celebrate achievements as well as acknowledging where increased efforts are
needed in countering corruption. Transparency can strengthen the relationship
between governments and their citizens. Honesty and integrity are the moral
values that underpin any attempts to tackle corrupt practices and a commitment
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to a transparent review mechanism is testimony to political leadership that is
mature and accountable.

Secondly, civil society can positively contribute to the implementation of the
Convention and the review process. Civil society organisations, including faith
groups, provide an important link to communities experiencing poverty; the
review mechanism must make room for the voices of men and women living in
poverty. Indeed, if those most affected by corruption are not accorded space to
feed in to the review, it will be impossible to accurately measure UNCAC's
effectiveness.

A review mechanism that is founded upon the principles of transparency and civil
society participation will send a clear signal to poor communities that to those
they have entrusted power and responsibility are ready and willing to end the
scourge of corruption for the benefit of all.

Yours sincerely,

Rev. Corazon C. Abugan
Minister, Secretariat Ecumenical
Bishops’ Forum, Philippines

Dr. Sushant Agrawal
Director, Church’s Auxiliary for Social
Action, India

Dr. Mustafa Ali
Secretary General, African Council of
Religious Leaders-Religions for Peace

Rt. Rev John Arnold
Auxiliary Bishop in Westminster, UK

Bishop Warlito P. Baldomero
Dean, Asia Pacific Christian College &
Seminary

Revd. Luiz Alberto Barbosa

General Secretary, CONIC, National
Council of Christian Churches of
Brazil

Dr Muhammad Abdul Bari
Secretary General, Muslim Council of
Britain

Sr. Rosario B. Battung, Religious of
the Good Shepherd

Good Shepherd Sisters - Women,
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Creation and Ecumenical Bishops
Forum Secretariat, Philippines

John Beckett
National Coordinator, Micah
Challenge Australia

Dr. Bennet Benjamin
CSI Diaconal Ministry, Church of
South India

Bishop Elmer M. Bolocon
Executive Secretary, Ecumenical
Bishops Forum, Philippines

Rt. Rev Terence Brain
Bishop of Salford, UK

Ofelia A. Cantor
Ecumenical Bishops’ Forum,
Philippines

Lord Carey
103™ Archbishop of Canterbury, Vice
President Tearfund

Reverend Arthur P. Cavalcante
Pastor of Santissima Trindade
Anglican Parrish, Sao Paulo city
(IEAB)

Steve Clifford
General Director, Evangelical Alliance

Tim Costello
Chief Executive, World Vision
Australia

Malcolm M Deboo
Vice President, Zoroastrian Trust
Funds of Europe (Incorporated)

Rt. Rev Peter Doyle
Bishop of Northampton, UK



Bishop Ephraim S. Fajutagana
Iglesia Filipina Independiente

Reverend Paulo Gustavo Francga
Pastor of Presbyterian Church, Brazil

Bishop Gabriel A. Garol
Bishop Emeritus, United Church of
Christ in the Philippines

Alistair Gee

Executive Director, Act for Peace,
National Council of Churches in
Australia

Rev Dr Santhosh George G
Presbyter, Church of South India

Kim Vanden Hengel
CEO of CNEC Partners International

Rt. Rev Crispian Hollis
Bishop of Portsmouth, UK

Bishop Ivan Ibrahims
Presiding Bishop of the Methodist
Church of Southern Africa

Bishop Deogracias Ifiiguez
Co-Chairperson Ecumenical Bishops’
Forum, Philippines

Bishop of Caloocan (Roman Catholic)

John Jeffries
National Director, CBM Australia

Rev. Dr Andre Karamaga,
General Secretary, The All Africa
Conference of Churches

Dilowar Hussein Khan
Director London Muslim Centre, UK

Geo-Sun Kim

Presbyterian Church in the Republic
of Korea

Chairperson, Transparency
International - Korea

Bishop John Kirby
Bishop of Clonfert, Ireland
Chair of Trocaire,

Lesley-Anne Knight
Secretary General, Caritas
Internationalis

Archbishop Emmanuel Kolini
Anglican Province of Rwanda

Rt. Rev Declan Lang

Bishop of Clifton

Chair of Department of International
Affairs, Catholic Bishops' Conference
of England and Wales

Rev Nicta Lubaale
General Secretary, Organisation of
African Instituted Churches

Rev Alistair Macrae
President, Uniting Church in Australia

The Most Reverend Thabo Makgoba,
Archbishop of Cape Town, South
Afrcia

Handell Fabricio Martins
Protestant Theology, Brazil

Rabbi Julia Neuberger
President Liberal Judaism

Archbishop Bernard Ntahoturi
Anglican Province of Burundi

Rafael Soares de Oliveira,
Executive Secretary, Koinonia, Brazil

Bishop Eliezer M. Pascua
General Secretary, United Church of
Christ in the Philippines

Rabbi Alan Plancey
Inter-faith representative of the
Chief Rabbi, UK

Professor Tarig Ramadan

Sameh Ramadan
Managing Director, Al Muntada

Rt. Rev John Rawsthorne
Bishop of Hallam, Chair of CAFOD

Rt Rev Edwin Regan
Bishop of Wrexham, UK

Rev. Rex R. B. Reyes Jr.
General Secretary, National Council
of Churches in the Philippines

Rt Rev Arthur Roche
Bishop of Leeds, UK



Jorge Luis Nascimento Santana
Sacerdote Barbalorixa (Candomble’),
Brazil

Bishop Francisco Joao Silota

Diocese of Chimoio , Mozambique
Second Vice President of The
Symposium of Episcopal Conferences
of Africa and Madagascar (SECAM).

Bishop Jessie S. Suarez

Bishop Assigned to the South Luzon
Jurisdictional Area — UCCP

(United Church of Christ in the
Philippines)

Dr Natubhai Shah MBBS PhD
Chair, Jain Network

Geshe Tashi Tsering
Resident Teacher at Jamyang
Buddhist Centre, London, UK

Archbishop Eliud Wabukala
Anglican Church of Kenya

Rabbi Jonathan Wittenberg
Senior Rabbi of the Assembly of
Masorti Synagogues



